
W E L C O M E  

Prayer Service for Racial Justice 

June 5, 2020 ⚫ 7:00 pm 

 

Please standby – the prayer service will begin at 7:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer Service for Racial Justice  

June 5, 2020  

 
WELCOME 

 

LAMENTING RACISM 

P  The sin of racism hurts communities of color, fractures human relationships, 

and denies God’s good creation. Lament is a way for us to recognize the harm 

caused by racism. 

 

In Romans, Paul reminds us that, “Nothing can separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus.” God’s grace in Christ frees us for the difficult work of 

recognizing and lamenting racism. 

 

We are all part of one body in Christ, called to act with equity, fairness, and 

justice. God’s saving love creates grace-filled spaces within us and within our 

relationships. God’s saving love calls and leads us toward rooting out the 

racism that continues to infect the body. 

 

Within the whole human family, people of color have experienced both 

interpersonal aggression and structural oppression instead of abundant life. We 

recognize and lament the harm racism has caused. We cry out to you, 

C hear our lament, O God. 

 

P  We have assigned the notion of race to human beings created in God’s own 

divine image. We have judged God’s beautiful diversity by our flawed and 

artificial standards. We cry out to you, 

C  hear our lament, O God. 

 

P  We have used language and images in ways that equate “black” and “dark” with 

dirt and sin, and that fail to welcome the treasures of darkness in God’s good 

creation. We cry out to you, 

C  hear our lament, O God. 

 

P  We have accepted practices in our churches and in our society that privilege 

whiteness over diversity and equity. We have been complicit in how racism 

continues to exclude and harm people of color. We cry out to you, 

C  hear our lament, O God. 

 



P When one part of the body of Christ hurts, the whole body hurts. As we listen to 

people who are harmed by racism, we call to you,  

C  open our hearts, O God. 

 

P  As we reflect on our daily interactions with people and communities of color, 

we call to you, 

C  open our hearts, O God. 

 

P  As we reconsider what we have been taught about race and racism,  

 we call to you,  

C  open our hearts, O God. 

 

P  As we contemplate what we have done and what we have left undone,  

 we call to you, 

C  open our hearts, O God. 

 

P  As we labor to create a loving and safe community for our siblings of color,  

 we call to you, 

C  open our hearts, O God. 

 

P  Holy and merciful God, as your people we recommit ourselves to loving one 

another as you have loved us. Empower us to speak boldly for justice and truth 

and enable us to be the beloved community you have created us to be in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.  

C  Amen. 

 

PRAYER 

P  Let us pray. Merciful God, you are our refuge and our strength, a very present 

help in time of trouble. Do not let us fail in the face of these events. Uphold us 

with your love, and give us the strength we need. Help us in our confusion, and 

guide our actions. Heal the hurt, console the bereaved and afflicted, protect the 

innocent and helpless, and deliver any who are still in peril; for the sake of your 

great mercy in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



READING                     Psalm 13 

P  A reading from the Psalms.  

 

How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? 

How long will you hide your face from me? 

How long shall I have perplexity in my mind,  

and grief in my heart, day after day? 

How long shall my enemy triumph over me? 

Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; 

give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 

lest my enemy say, “I have defeated you,” 

and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 

But I trust in your unfailing love; 

my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 

I will sing to the Lord, 

who has dealt with me richly. 

 

P  Word of God, word of life.  

C  Thanks be to God.  

 

READING                      Isaiah 58:6-7 

P  A reading from Isaiah.  

 

Is not this the fast that I choose: 

    to loose the bonds of injustice, 

    to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

    and to break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

    and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, 

    and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

 

P  Word of God, word of life.  

C  Thanks be to God.  



PERSONAL REFLECTION AND PRAYER WITH MUSICAL OFFERING   

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

P  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus.  

 

P  Holy God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your 

Son.  Look with compassion on the whole human family; take away the 

arrogance and hatred that infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate 

us; unite us in the bonds of love; and, through our struggle and confusion, work 

to accomplish your purposes on earth; so that, in your good time, every people 

and nation may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne. Lord in 

your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 

 

P  Call us into a deeper relationship to be your church for the sake of the world. 

Help us to see with new eyes the injustices within church and society. Call us to 

have a loving heart that respects and uplifts the humanity and dignity of every 

person; open our ears to listen to and learn from the experiences of people of 

color. Open our mouths to speak up and about injustices. Join us with others to 

work for racial equity and inclusion for all people. Lord in your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 

 

P  Where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope. Where 

anxiety is infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance. Where 

impossibilities close every door and window, grant imagination and resistance. 

Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and illumination. Where spirits 

are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams. Lord 

in your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 

 

P Heal the brokenhearted, comfort the mourning, and bring your peace to all who 

grieve. Help us to remember the lives that have been lost to racial violence. 

This night we grieve the deaths of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, Dreasjon 

(Sean) Reed, George Floyd, and the many others whose names are known to 

you. Grant that their deaths may inspire change, reform, and a commitment to 

deeper understanding in our communities. Lord, in your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 

 



P  Out of the darkness we cry to you, O God. Enable us to find in Christ the faith 

to trust your care even in the midst of pain. Assure us that we do not walk alone 

through the valley of the shadow, but that your light is leading us into life. Lord 

in your mercy,  

C  hear our prayer. 

 

P  Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

P  Almighty God bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.  

C  Amen.  

 

DISMISSAL 

P  Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Walk humbly with God.  

 

 

 

For more resources please visit our website: 

relcmedia.org/racialjustice 
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MISSION:  Called by Christ, we INVITE all people, SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith. 

WELCOME: Called by Christ, we invite and welcome all people. We welcome all because God 

welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or 

relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, age, abilities, 

imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or employment status. We welcome all without regard to 

religious belief or identity, citizenship, political views, or anything that might divide us. Our unity is in Christ. 


