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The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 2, 2021  10:00 am 
 

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

 

P  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 

forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

P We give you thanks, holy and gracious God, for you created the waters of the earth: 

 wide oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes, mighty rivers. 

C We thank you, O God. 

 

P You led your people through the sea  and called them to life in covenant with you. 

Your Son was baptized in the river Jordan to begin his mission among us. You pour 

out your Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. 

C We praise you, O God. 

 

P Through water remind us of the gift of baptism. Wash away all the sin within us, 

and renew us in your promise so that we may serve this world in all its need; through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God now and forever. 

C  Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG Thine is the Glory  Hymn No. 376 

 

 
 
GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P  Let us pray. O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot 

live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know 

the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

READINGS Acts 8:26-40 

 1 John 4:7-21 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
CCLI Song # 4511102. Matt Maher. © 2000 spiritandsong.com. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. 

All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 769144.  

 

GOSPEL John 15:1-8 

P The holy gospel according to St. John. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After the reading: 

P This is the gospel of the Lord 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON ON THE STEPS 

                                             

SERMON                                               Pastor Alina Gayeuski 
 

Silence for reflection 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY             Every Promise               Getty and Townend 

 

Verse 1 From the breaking of the dawn to the setting of the sun 

I will stand on ev'ry promise of Your word 

Words of power strong to save that will never pass away 

I will stand on ev'ry promise of Your word 

For Your covenant is sure and on this I am secure 

I can stand on ev'ry promise from Your word 

  

Verse 2 When I stumble and I sin, condemnation pressing in 

I will stand on ev'ry promise of Your word 

You are faithful to forgive that in freedom I might live 

So I stand on ev'ry promise of Your word 

Guilt to innocence restored You remember sins no more 

So I'll stand on ev'ry promise of Your word 
  

Verse 3 When I'm faced with anguished choice, I will listen for Your voice 

And I'll stand on ev'ry promise of Your word 

Through this dark and troubled land you will guide me with Your 

hand 

As I stand on ev'ry promise of Your word 

And You've promised to complete ev'ry work begun in me 

So I'll stand on ev'ry promise of Your word 
  

Verse 4 Hope that lifts me from despair, Love that casts out ev'ry fear 

As I stand on ev'ry promise of Your word 

Not forsaken not alone for the Comforter has come 

And I stand on ev'ry promise of Your word 

Grace sufficient grace for me, Grace for all who will believe 

We will stand on ev'ry promise of Your word 
 

CCLI Song # 4642105 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use 

solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith.  

C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we pray for the witness 

of the church, the wholeness of creation, and all who are in need.  
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A Lord, in your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 

 
The prayers conclude: 

A We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C Amen.  
 

PEACE. 

P  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C  And also with you. 

 
If you are gathered with others, greet them with a sign of Christ’s peace saying “Peace be with 

you” or similar words. 

 

 

  



8 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P We give thanks to you, O God, for the resurrection of our Savior Jesus and, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
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P Holy, loving, and living God, we praise you … 

. . . to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  

C Amen.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P With the confidence of children of God, let us pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

   As we forgive those who trespass against us;  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

COMMUNION 

P This is the feast of victory for our God!  

C Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 

 
Please share communion with those you are gathered with or with yourself if you are alone. 

 

P I invite you now, where you are, to share Holy Communion. 

 

If you are with others, you can share it by giving the elements to one another. I invite 

you to say the words, “The body of Christ, given for you” and “the blood of Christ, 

shed for you” to one another; the recipient responds “amen.” 

 

If you are not with someone else today, I invite you to hear those words, now, from 

me: the body of Christ, given for you; the blood of Christ shed for you. 

 

If you are not receiving the sacrament today, receive this blessing:  know that you are 

God’s child, that God’s grace is given to you, offered freely to everyone, no 

exceptions. May God bless you today. 
 

(after all have communed) 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Let us pray. Life-giving God, we give you thanks for nourishing us with the bread of 

heaven and the wine of love, Jesus our risen Savior. As you send us into the world, 

guard us from the power of evil, keep us in unity with all your people, and by your 

Spirit move us to testify to your grace in our words and actions; through Christ our 

Lord.   

C Amen. 

 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 

BLESSING 

P The God of life, who raised Jesus from the dead, who sends forth the Spirit to renew 

the face of the earth, be merciful to you and + bless you, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                  The Day of the Resurrection                  Hymn No. 361 
 

 

 
 

 
A Called by Christ, 

C We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith. 
 

A Go in peace. Share the good news!   

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia!   
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Liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #34013.  Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in Christ in the United States of America.  Used by 

permission.  All rights reserved. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license 

#A-723332. All rights reserved. 

 

MISSION:  Called by Christ, we INVITE all people,  

                                    SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith. 
 
 

WELCOME: Called by Christ, we invite and welcome all people. We welcome all 

because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expression, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, 
physical or mental health, age, abilities, imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or 
employment status. We welcome all without regard to religious belief or identity, citizenship, 
political views, or anything that might divide us. Our unity is in Christ. 


