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Welcome to Reformation! 
 
A special welcome to visitors – we pray that the encounter with God in worship will 
nurture us in Christian faith and equip us for our life of loving service and justice in the 
world.  
 
 
Children in worship are a blessing. We invite our smallest members to sit toward the 
front where it is easiest for them to see and hear worship and to join the pastors for the 
Sermon on the Steps. 

 
Worship bags (filled with coloring books and crayons) are 
available at the back of the sanctuary and can be taken to your 
seat. 
 
A play space is also available at the back of the sanctuary with 
additional books and soft toys. 
 
A professionally staffed nursery is available for children from 
birth to age 4. Patty Boccella is our nursery attendant. Worship  
is livestreamed to the nursery as well as to the lobby. 

 
 
All are welcome at the table of our Lord Jesus Christ where God nourishes 
faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the Gospel. We believe and 
teach that in the Holy Communion the crucified and risen Christ is present, 
giving his true body and blood as food and drink. This real presence is a 
mystery. Instructions for distribution are printed in the service bulletin. 
 
 
Our Prayer List includes prayer requests for a 3-week period. If continued prayers are 
desired, please make the request again. To make your prayer request known, please 
call the church office (610-891-0600, ext. 115) or send e-mail to rlc@relcmedia.org. If 
you would like your prayer request to be e-mailed to the congregation, please state that 
in your request.  
 

 
Williams Personal PA Receivers are available for use by the hearing impaired. 

 

Large print bulletins are available from an usher. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
PRELUDE Listen, God is Calling Anne Krentz Organ 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
P This is the day that the Lord has made. 
C Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24) 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever.   
C Amen.  
 
P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
P  Gracious God, 
C  have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 

into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 
compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 
things we have failed to do. Reform us always to be a church empowered by your 
love, acting for justice and seeking the healing of your whole creation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C Amen.   
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GATHERING SONG I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  Hymn No. 815 
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GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P  Let us pray. O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us 

as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may 
walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
 
PRESENTATION OF UNITED LUTHERAN SEMINARY (ULS) ALUMNI AWARD FOR 
CELEBRATED LIFETIME MINISTRY TO DEACON BETH BARKHAU       

Lisa Dubay, ULS 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING Jeremiah 11:18-20 
A  A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
 18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; 
  then you showed me their evil deeds. 
 19But I was like a gentle lamb 
  led to the slaughter. 
 And I did not know it was against me 
  that they devised schemes, saying, 
 “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, 
  let us cut him off from the land of the living, 
  so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 
 20But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, 
  who try the heart and the mind, 
 let me see your retribution upon them, 
  for to you I have committed my cause. 
 
A   The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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SECOND READING             James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
A  A reading from James. 
 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done 
with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, 
do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is 
earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be 
disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or 
hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.4: 
 
  1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from 
your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you commit 
murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. 
You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, 
in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
 
A  The Word of the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 
 
 
GOSPEL                  Mark 9:30-37 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know 
it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into 
human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But 
they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
  33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were 
you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one 
another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever 
wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it 
among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in 
my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 
 
P This is the gospel of the Lord 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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SERMON ON THE STEPS       
 
SERMON   Deacon Nancy Gable, Dir. of Admissions, ULS 
 
Silence for reflection 
 
The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Children of the Heavenly Father    Hymn No. 781 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM – RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
P The following persons desire to make public affirmation of their baptism as a sign of 

their participation in the life and work of the Church of Christ: 
 

 Jackie Armstrong and Zach Smicker, child Sloane 
 Vivian Long 
 Colleen Spieker, child Hudson 

  
P Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you 

have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to 
yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the 
community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and 
unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name 
of Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

The presiding minister addresses those affirming their baptism. 
P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the  

church. 

 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  
(response:  I renounce them.) 

 
P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

(response:  I renounce them.) 
 
P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

(response:  I renounce them.) 
 
The presiding minister addresses the new members and the assembly. 
P Do you believe in God the Father? 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The presiding minister addresses those affirming their baptism. 
P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the  

covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 
 to live among God's faithful people, 
 to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, 
 to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
 to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
 and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 
Each person answers in turn:  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
P People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for  

them in their life in Christ? 
C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
P Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new 
birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Continue to strengthen these 
new members with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them your gifts of grace: the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
New members face the assembly. 
P Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  Together we will give thanks and  

praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 
New Members return to their seats and the service continues with the Prayers. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God’s creation.   
 
After each portion of the prayers: 
A Lord, in your mercy,  
C Hear our prayer. 
 
The Prayers conclude: 
A Trusting in your mercy and goodness, we bring before you these prayers and 

whatever else you see we need, in the name of the one who sets us free, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior.  

C  Amen. 
 
PEACE 
P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
 
The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying “Peace be with you” 
or similar words. 
 
The assembly is seated. 
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MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
OFFERING 
Tithes and offerings are gathered for the mission of the church. 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING     Beautiful Saviour      setting, John Carter  
 
The assembly stands. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
A Let us pray. Merciful God,   
C  as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one 

bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into 
your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
Amen.  

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  
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P  Blessed are you, . . . as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P  In the night . . . . 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
   Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
   As we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Taste and see that the Lord is good!  
C Thanks be to God!  
 
The assembly is seated. 

 
All are welcome at the table of the Lord! We believe and teach that Christ is 
present in the mystery of the sacrament of Holy Communion and that by 
communing with him we receive forgiveness of our sin.  

Communion is distributed by intinction – after you receive the bread, you may dip 
it in the chalice on the bread tray, which has grape juice, or the chalice held by the 
communion assistant, which has wine. Those who do not receive communion are 
invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are unable to come forward for 
communion, please let an usher know so that a pastor can bring communion to 
your seat.  Gluten free wafers are available upon request to the pastor distributing 
the bread. Pre-filled communion packets are available for those who would prefer 
receiving communion in their seat and will be brought to you by a pastor.   

 
As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

The communicant may say:  Amen 
 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY    O Christ, Thou Lamb of God      Setting, Karl Osterland 
 
After all have communed, the assembly stands. 
 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the 

body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to 
give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

 
BLESSING 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  
C  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG                  Christ is Alive!  Let Christians Sing      Hymn No. 389 
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DISMISSAL 
A Called by Christ, 
C We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith. 
 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  
 
  
POSTLUDE           Cwm Rhondda        setting, J Bert Carlson 
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MISSION:  Called by Christ, we INVITE all people,  
                                    SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith. 

 
 

WELCOME: Called by Christ, we invite and welcome all people. We welcome all 
because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expression, or relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, 
physical or mental health, age, abilities, imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or 
employment status. We welcome all without regard to religious belief or identity, citizenship, 
political views, or anything that might divide us. Our unity is in Christ. 



 

  



 

God’s People Serving in Worship Today 
 

 
Presiding Ministers Pastor Alina Gayeuski  

Pastor Wayne Matthias-Long 
Preaching Minister Deacon Nancy Gable 
Assisting Minister Deacon Beth Barkhau 

Reader Sally Burkam 
Usher Barb Ross 
Usher Dave Smith 
Organ  Valerie Rozek 

Livestreaming Director Michael Sottile 
Sound System Joseph Mirarchi 

  
 
  



 

  
Reformation Evangelical Lutheran Church Leadership Team 

 
To contact those with an extension please call 610-891-0600 and 

use the listed extension number or send e-mail to the listed address. 
 

Urgent Pastoral Care Line: 610-314-7747 
 

All other phone calls: 610-891-0600 
 

The Rev. Wayne A. Matthias-Long   ext. 108 
Pastor   PastorWayne@relcmedia.org 

 
The Rev. Alina S. Gayeuski   ext. 109 
Pastor   PastorAlina@relcmedia.org 

 
Deacon Beth A. Barkhau  ext. 120 
Director of Faith Engagement  DeaconBeth@relcmedia.org 
 
Christine Corson   ext. 112 
Senior Administrative Assistant   rlc@relcmedia.org 

 
Matthia McCracken  ext. 110 
Administrative Assistant   rlc@relcmedia.org 
 
Valerie Rozek   ext. 111 
Director of Music   cell: 440-478-8163 

  varozek@gmail.com 
 

Erik Flaten   cell: 509-528-8979 
Director of Contemporary Music   erik.flaten@relcmedia.org 
 
Liz Hazlett   home: 610-447-0227 
Children’s Choir Director  liz.hazlett13@gmail.com 

 
Debbie Conley 
Council President   debra@jconley.com 
 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:30am – 1:00pm 
Friday, Closed 
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