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Palm/Passion Sunday 

April 10 at 8:30 and 11:00 

The Great and Holy Week begins with the 

celebration of Jesus’ triumphal entry to 

Jerusalem accompanied by the waving of palm 

branches and shouts of Hosanna! Worship 

begins with the Liturgy of Palms during which 

everyone will join the procession with the palms. 

The tone of the service shifts to the 

contemplation of the Passion of Christ as 

recorded in the gospel of Luke. The passion 

narrative will be read by a variety of voices.  

 

The Three Days – Maundy Thursday,  

Good Friday and Easter Vigil – provide many 

wonderful worship opportunities to gather as a 

community and reflect on the passion of Christ. 

During the Three Days we hear the story of the 

passion, death, and resurrection of Christ as 

told in the gospel of John. These three worships 

can be seen as one continuous movement from 

the final night Jesus spent with his disciples, to 

the cross, to the burial and finally to the empty 

tomb! 

 

Maundy Thursday Worship 

April 14 at 7:30 pm 

The Three Days begin on Maundy Thursday. 

Beginning with an order of confession and 

forgiveness, a time is provided for all attending 

worship to come forward to receive individual 

absolution and the laying on of hands. It is also 

 

the night that we hear the words of Jesus’ new 

commandment (the Latin mandatum from 

which Maundy comes), to love one another. 

The altar is stripped at the end of worship and 

the congregation leaves the sanctuary in 

silence.  

 

Good Friday Worship 

April 15 at 12 noon and 7:30 pm 

Our noon worship will be a reflective service of 

readings and prayer. The passion recorded in 

John’s gospel will help us focus on the cross at 

the center of our worship.  

Our 7:30 worship provides an opportunity to 

focus and reflect on the cross. The reading of 

the passion as recorded in John’s gospel is 

underscored by the singing of hymns that echo 

this great narrative. The darkness of the 

journey to the tomb becomes visually evident 

in the darkening of the sanctuary.   

 

Easter Vigil Worship 

April 16 at 7:30 pm 

Guest preacher: The Rev. Dr. R. Guy Erwin 

This worship is one of the oldest traditions in 

Christian worship. Echoing the words from 

John’s gospel that tell us that the women 

returned to the tomb “while it was still dark,” we 

gather at dusk. Kindling a new fire, we enter 

the sanctuary to hear of God’s great acts of 

salvation throughout history. The gospel 

reading then pronounces the great news of 

Easter: Christ is risen! To which we respond 

with the first Alleluias of Easter!  

 

Easter Day Festival Services 

April 17 at 8:00, 9:30, and 11:00 

Celebrate Christ’s triumph over the grave! 

There will be no education programs on  

Easter Day. 
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If one member suffers, all 

suffer together with it; if one 

member is honored, all 

rejoice together with it. 

 1 Corinthians 12:26 

Capri Ann Caruso daughter of Brianne & Dave 

Caruso was baptized on March 20 at 

Reformation. 
 

Rowan Wayne Caruso received his first 

communion on March 20 at Reformation.  
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Sunday School Dates 

All children from birth to grade 6 are invited to  

join us for Sunday School. Children’s Choir is  

for children age 4 to grade 5. Special Sunday 

celebrations are for all children and youth at 

Reformation. Contact Pastor Alina with  

any questions.  

 

Sunday School will be held on: 

May 1  

May 15 

 

Children’s Choir will practice for Easter on: 

(Children’s Choir will sing at 9:30 am worship  

on Easter) 

April 3 

April 10 

 

Special Sunday Celebrations on: 

April 24 – Eco Sunday  

 

* Small Stars will resume on April 3 

Lenten Prayer Path 
Our woodchip path features Stations in the 

Street – a contemporary stations of the cross by 

artist Scott Erickson. Stop by for a meditative 

walk anytime. The path begins in the east 

parking lot on the side by Rose Tree Road.  

SAVE THE DATE! 

Vacation Bible School 

VBS will be July  

10-14.  Be sure to  

mark your calendars! 

Join Our Worship Team 
We are building our worship team schedule  

for May-June and are always looking for  

more volunteers. 

Please contact the office if you are interested in 

serving as an acolyte, communion assistant, 

crucifer, liturgist, reader, sound board operator, 

or usher.  Thank you for being an essential part 

of worship! 

Updated Covid Protocols 
Our Covid protocols have changed!  For more 

details, please visit relcmedia.org. 

 

Bible Presentations 
During worship on Sunday, April 3, Reformation 

Sunday School students will receive their Bibles.  

These presentations happen each year for 

students in second grade and older students who 

are new to Reformation.  This year we will have 

10 students receiving their Bibles. 
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2022 Scholar-in-Residence 
Reformation Lutheran Church  

102 West Rose Tree Road, Media, PA 19063 ● relcmedia.org 

 

Dr. Crystal Hall 

Rising from “The Fall”: Creation Care in Genesis 1-4 

Saturday, April 23, 2022, 9:00 am – 12:30 pm 

 
Genesis 1-4 presents three stories—a beautifully expansive liturgy of the creation of the world in seven 
days, one about the relationships among God, Earth and humanity in the Garden, and another about the 
first murder that leads to the founding of the first city. In four short chapters the biblical story moves from 
God’s intention for intimate inter-relationship to brokenness and alienation. This workshop will take a 
classically Lutheran “both/and” approach, exploring both how Creation and humanity are gifted with the 
grace of relationship from God and how humanity continually falls short in those relationships. In preparation 
for the celebration of Eco Sunday, these texts will be read with an eye toward how they might serve as 
theological resources for enlivening Creation care today.  

 
Dr. Crystal Hall is the Kraft Assistant Professor of Biblical Studies at United 
Lutheran Seminary (ULS). She has taught at ULS since 2018 and co-directs the 
Guatemala Immersion Semester Program. Her research and teaching address God’s 
call into right relationship with the human Other and with Earth. She is a frequent 
speaker in congregational and synodical settings on women’s leadership, LGBTQIA+ 
inclusion, and immigration. Before coming to ULS, Dr. Hall worked as a community 
organizer and political educator with organizations advocating for human rights, 
environmental justice and ending poverty. She served on staff with the Poverty 
Initiative (now the Kairos Center for Religions, Rights and Social Justice), United 
Workers and the Sierra Club. Dr. Hall is a lay leader in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA). She resides in Philadelphia, and enjoys hiking and 
bringing friends together around a meal. 
 

 
REGISTRATION  

 
Register online at relcmedia.org/scholarinresidence or use the form below and return to the 
church office. Cost is $10 per person. Registration and payment must be received by April 10.  
 
Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ____________________________email:_______________________________________ 
 
Amount due: $_______________ 
 
Payment by (check the box below to indicate your payment method):  

   Check (made payable to Reformation Lutheran Church, “SIR 2022” in the memo line) 

   Online (visit relcmedia.org/scholarinresidence) 

 
Free childcare will be provided. Contact Pastor Alina (pastoralina@relcmedia.org) to request childcare.   
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Save the Date for May Play Day! 
Bear Creek Camp May Play Day is Saturday, 

April 30, 2022!  (Yes, we know...) 

All families are invited to come to Bear Creek 

Camp to enjoy a day away, see the facilities, 

enjoy hiking and boating, meet staff, and have a 

delicious cookout meal. 

Registration is free! Lunch is optional and must 

be purchased in advance.  You can register 

online at bearcreekcamp.org/mayplayday. 

 

Spring Work Day 2022 
Join us May 21, 2022 for a great day of getting 

camp ready for another amazing summer! 

The day starts at 9 am and we will be serving 

lunch at noon. All skill levels are welcome as we 

will have various projects throughout the day. 

Please RSVP with the office so we know you are 

coming! Call 570-472-3741 or email 

bccamp@bearcreekcamp.org 

 

Register Now for Summer Camp  
Registration for Summer Camp at Bear Creek 

Camp is open! Visit bearcreekcamp.org for more 

information and to register. Reformation has 

scholarships available – speak with Pastor Alina.  

Religious Literacy  

Learning Module 
In this seven-session, interactive community 

experience, participants will learn more deeply 

about the lived experience of different faith 

traditions. Each week will feature independent 

study, learning from people who practice that 

faith in a living library, and time for discussion 

and integration.  The program will be held each 

Thursday, May 5 - June 23 (except no session 

on May 12)  from 7:00 - 9:00 pm.  

 

Developing a rich understanding of the diverse 

ways people identify around religion helps us 

become more effective leaders, facilitators, and 

participants in all walks of life.  The specific faith 

groups we will focus on in this first offering 

include Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, 

and Christianity.  In our next offerings we will 

explore Sikhism, the Baha'i faith, The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, Catholicism, 

African American church traditions, as well  

as others. 

 

This offering is focused on personal, lived faith 

experiences and how you might interact with 

people.  As context, we will explore topics such 

as central faith practices, core stories, concepts 

of the Divine, sacred texts, major holidays, and 

helpful sensitivities and awarenesses. 

 

Registration fee includes a copy of the 

reference book, How to Be a Perfect Stranger, 

and a digital guidebook. 

 

For more information, including how to register, 

please go to: www.interfaithphiladelphia.org/

religious-literacy. 

Prepare for First Communion 
It is our practice at Reformation that 

children receive their first 

communion at the desire of their 

parents. This can be done for any 

age (or ages if you wish for  

siblings to receive first  

communion together).  

First communion instruction is an at-home 

lesson set that can be completed at your own 

time and pace. Any time we celebrate 

communion as a congregation is a date that can 

be chosen.  

Families desiring for their child to receive their 

first communion should contact Pastor Alina.  
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Library Book Club 2022 Update 
Calling all readers!  You 

are welcome to join the 

Reformation Library 

Book Club.   Our 2022 

meetings will continue by 

Zoom and will take place 

quarterly.  Here is our 

upcoming lineup: 

April 19, 7:00 pm: Another Brooklyn  

by Jacqueline Woodson 

"A very brief but beautiful story of four young 

Black girls growing up in Bushwick, Brooklyn in 

the 70s. Another Brooklyn is a moving tale of 

dreams lost and found." 

Contact Laura Reiter if you plan to attend at 

longreiter@gmail.com. 

Reformation Facebook Group 

Did you know we have a 

Facebook group in addition  

to our church page?   

Scan this QR code to join! 

Mark E. Davis Scholarship 
The Mark E. Davis 

Scholarship was established 

by the Rev. William and Irene 

Davis, following the death of 

their son, Mark.  

Applications for the 2022-2023 academic year 

may be obtained by downloading from the 

church website at relcmedia.org/

internshipsscholarships/, or by contacting the 

church office for a printed copy.  All applications 

and support materials must be received or 

postmarked by the May 1, 2022 deadline. Any 

questions can be addressed to the following 

committee members: Sandy Coll, Ellen Davis 

Conroy, Evan Davis or Rebecca Funk. 

A Note of Thanks 
Dear Pastor Matthias-Long, Pastor Gayeuski and 

the members of Reformation Lutheran Church, 

The flowers that you sent to Congregation Beth 

Israel in honor of my 25th anniversary are 

magnificent.  I love flowers and will enjoy their 

beauty for as long as they last.  What will endure 

long beyond the life of this glorious floral 

arrangement is the memory of that gift and all the 

goodness it represents.     Your friends at Beth 

Israel cherish your friendship and the support 

that you have shown us in so many ways. 

The Hebrew term for gratitude is "hakarat hatov", 

which translates -  “recognizing the good.”  I am 

filled with gratitude as I recognize the goodness 

that you shared with me on this special weekend 

and the support and expressions of solidarity you 

have offered in the best and worst of times.   We 

are still grateful for your assistance with parking 

on our holiest day, Yom Kippur.  We still 

appreciate your compassion in the aftermath of 

acts of terror that targeted the Jewish community 

in recent years. 

We look forward to partnering with you in the 

future in our shared mission of bringing more 

light, love, understanding and peace into this 

world.   We hope that you are faring well in these 

trying times and we pray for your safety and well-

being. 

Thank you so much for your thoughtfulness and 

generosity.  

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Linda Potemken 

Christ In Our Home Booklets 

The April/May/June Christ in Our Home 

devotional booklets are now available for pick up 

at the church.  If you would like to have one 

mailed to you, please contact the church office. 

Thank You, Reformation! 

The Upsilon Chapter of Alpha Delta Kappa would 

like to thank Reformation members for their 

generous donation of over 600 pairs of socks, for 

The Joy of Sox.  On February 26, your 

donations,  along with others collected by the 

organization members, were delivered to The 

Joy of Sox warehouse in Phoenixville, PA.  To 

date, The Joy of Sox has distributed over 

600,000 pairs of socks to those in need. Thank 

you for helping to make this possible! 
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O Comforter of priceless worth, send peace and 

unity on earth; support us in our final strife and 

lead us out of death to life. – Martin Luther 

From Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your 

 Word, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 

 Hymn #517, verse 3 

Dear Reformation,  

It has been a month since the crisis in Ukraine 

started. Since that time our Lutheran social 

agencies have been on the ground in Ukraine 

and neighboring countries bringing support and 

aid to those impacted by violence and have been 

displaced from their homes.  

While we pray for a world filled with peace and 

unity, it is also remarkable to see the way our 

Lutheran tradition so aptly lives out faith in this 

world – caring for the most vulnerable.  

Because of the generosity of Reformation 

members and friends, along with the mission 

focused structure of our endowed funds, we will 

be sending over $35,000* to Lutheran World 

Relief to continue their life-giving and life-saving 

work on behalf of the church.  

For information on the work being done by 

Lutheran World Relief, visit lwr.org. Know that 

because of LWR, along with Lutheran Disaster 

Response and Lutheran Immigration and 

Refugee Services, the work of the church in 

loving and caring for our neighbors is being done. 

Thank you for the ways your generosity helps us 

all live out our faith in this world.  

With hope,  

Pastor Alina Gayeuski  

 

*This article was written on March 16, 2022. A 

final total will be announced at a later date. 

Thank you for your continued support of our 

neighbors in need throughout the world!  

ECO Tip 

Fifty-two years ago, Earth Day 

was established on April 22 to 

create awareness and 

appreciation of our precious—

and increasingly fragile—planet.  

Earth Day has over a billion 

participants around the world. 

Sermon on the Steps in Easter—

Pew Projects 

During the season of Easter, at the end of the 

Sermon on the Steps, children will receive a  

Pew Project bag. The Pew Project bags will 

include simple craft items and instructions to 

make a project related to the day’s scripture 

texts. Children are invited to keep everything in 

the bag, but we ask that the bags be returned at 

the end of worship so that they can be used for 

the next week’s Pew Projects. Pew Projects  

start April 24!   

Thank you! 

To my Reformation Church Ministers and Family, 

Thank you all for the 

support during my recent 

illness.  You have no idea 

just how much the many 

meals and well wishes I 

got from our church  

family meant to me while  

I was struggling to recuperate.  

Blessings, 

Phyllis Brady 

ECO Palms Help Our Planet 

This year our Palm Sunday (April 10) palms will 

be provided through a partnership with Lutheran 

World Relief.  These Eco Palms are gathered 

and sold in a socially and environmentally just 

way.  These palms look different than the ones 

used in previous years—instead of a long, tan 

branch, these palms are green and leafy. 

These palms enable Reformation to remain 

committed to our values as a Fair Trade 

congregation and to support the work of Lutheran 

World Relief throughout the world.  To learn 

more, visit lwr.org. 



 

REFORMATION TIMES 7 April 2022 



 

 

 

MISSION:  Called by Christ,  

                   we INVITE all people,  

              SERVE our neighbors, and 

              BUILD a living faith. 
 

 
WELCOME: Called by Christ, we invite and 
welcome all people. We welcome all because 
God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, gender 
expression, or relationship status. We welcome 
all without regard to addictions, physical or 
mental health, age, abilities, imprisonment,  
socio-economic circumstances, or employment 
status. We welcome all without regard to 
religious belief or identity, citizenship, political 
views, or anything that might divide us. Our  
unity is in Christ. 

Sunday, April 3 

Easter Food Bags Due 
 

Sunday, April 10 

Palm Sunday 
 

Sunday, April 17  

Easter Sunday 

Lent Care kits due 
 

Saturday, April 23 

Scholar in Residence,  

Dr. Crystal Hall 
 

Sunday, April 24  

Eco Sunday 
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Sunday Worship:                 8:30 am Indoor & Online Worship 
             11:00 am Indoor & Online Worship  

Worship services are livestreamed to our virtual church page. 
 
Pastors 
The Rev. Wayne A. Matthias-Long 
The Rev. Alina S. Gayeuski 
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