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Welcome to Reformation!

Land acknowledgement — Reformation is located on the original and ancestral
homelands of the Lenapehoking (Lenni-Lenape) people, and we give thanks for their
presence here since time immemorial. We also wish to recognize and honor all of our
Indigenous siblings who have and continue to call this land their home.

A special welcome to visitors — we pray that the encounter with God in worship will
nurture us in Christian faith and equip us for our life of loving service and justice in the
world.

Children in worship are a blessing. We invite our smallest members to sit toward the
front where it is easiest for them to see and hear worship and to join the pastors for the
Sermon on the Steps.

Worship bags (filled with coloring books and crayons) are
available at the back of the sanctuary and can be taken to your
seat.

A play space is also available at the back of the sanctuary with
additional books and soft toys.

A professionally staffed nursery is available for children from
birth to age 4. Patty Boccella is our nursery attendant. Worship
is livestreamed to the nursery as well as to the lobby.

All are welcome at the table of our Lord Jesus Christ where God nourishes faith,
forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the Gospel. We believe Christ is present in
the bread and wine. Instructions for distribution are printed in the service bulletin.

Our Prayer List can be found at relcmedia.org/virtualchurch. To make your prayer
request known, please call the church office (610-891-0600, ext. 115) or send an e-mail
to ric@relcmedia.org.

Williams Personal PA Receivers are available for use by the hearing impaired.

Large print bulletins are available from an usher.
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Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
July 14, 2024 - 8:30 am

= Congregation = Assisting Minister P} = Presiding Minister

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE The Ash Grove arr. Dale Wood

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
P} This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psaim 118:24)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P} Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

P) Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P} Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P) In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority, therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in

the name of the Father, and of the - Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing Hymn No. 807

n“ ] ] }

)7 A .M — ] ] ] ——

Lo & ] - } ) T I P | | )
4 | —

1 Come, thou Fount of ev - ’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer:“Hith-er by thy help [I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of  mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to  ar - rive at home.
let  that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heartto thee.
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While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,
Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.

GREETING

P) The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P] Letus pray. O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our
hearts may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended
from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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The assembly is seated.
SENDING OF THE YOUTH GATHERING PARTICIPANTS

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING Amos 7:7-15
A reading from Amos.

"This is what [the Lord Gob] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a
plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you
see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, “See, I am setting a plumb line in the
midst of my people Israel; I will never again pass them by; ° the high places of Isaac shall be
made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and | will rise against the
house of Jeroboam with the sword.” ° Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King
Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house
of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. ** For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall
die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.”” 2 And Amaziah said to
Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy

there; 3 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of
the kingdom.” ** Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I
am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, *° and the LorD took me from following the
flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.””

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

July 14, 2024 5 8:30 am



SECOND READING Ephesians 1:3-14
A reading from Ephesians.

®Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. ® He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 5 to
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. ” In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight ° he has made known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, °as a plan for
the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. * In
Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose
of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 2 so that we, who were
the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. ** In him you also,
when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him,
were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 1 this is the pledge of our inheritance
toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

(Al The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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Al - le-lu -ia! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.
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GOSPEL Mark 6:14-29
P} The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

14 King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become known. Some
were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these
powers are at work in him.” *® But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet,
like one of the prophets of old.” * But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I
beheaded, has been raised.” " For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound
him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod
had married her. * For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your
brother’s wife.” 1 And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she
could not, % for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he
protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to
him. 2 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers
and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 2 When his daughter Herodias came in and
danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever
you wish, and I will give it.” 2 And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will
give you, even half of my kingdom.” 2 She went out and said to her mother, “What should I
ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” % Immediately she rushed back to the
king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a
platter.” 2 The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he
did not want to refuse her. 2 Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to
bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 2 brought his head on a platter,
and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 2° When his disciples heard about
it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.

After the reading has concluded:
P} The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.
SERMON ON THE STEPS

SERMON Pastor Alina Gayeuski

Silence for reflection.

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Let Justice Flow Like Streams

Hymn No. 717
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1 Let jus - tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,
Let righ- teous-ness  roll on as oth - ers” cares we heed,
3 So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure ftrue,
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fresh - ing life, a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.
stream of faith trans-lat - ed in - to deed.
peace per-vade this world our whole life through.
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BAPTISM

God brings those who are baptized out of death and into life.

Grant Patrick Zamonski

P} God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope
through the sacrament of baptism. . . .

After the candidate is presented for baptism and parents make promises on behalf of the
candidate for baptism, the assembly is addressed:

P] People of God, do you promise to support this child and pray for them in their new
life in Christ?

We do.

After the parents and sponsors (on behalf of the candidate for baptism) renounce the
forces that defy God, the assembly joins them in professing the faith:

P} Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

P} Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

P} Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
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The candidate is baptized with water, receives prayer with the laying on of hands, is
anointed with oil, and presented with a candle

The assembly welcomes the newly baptized:

P] Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join
us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and redeeming
word to all the world.

ACCLAMATION You Belong to Christ (sung by the assembly twice)
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Opportunity will be provided for you to offer prayers for concerns on your heart, silently or
aloud. Please conclude each prayer petition with the words, “Lord, in your mercy.”

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

After each portion of the prayers:

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:

A Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

BLESSING OF THE PRAYER SHAWLS
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PEACE
P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying “Peace be with you” or similar
words.

The assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING
Tithes and offerings are gathered for the mission of the church

MUSICAL OFFERING Spirit of the Living God arr. Teresa Wilhelmi

SETTING THE TABLE
The assembly stands to sing as the gifts are brought forward.
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OFFERING PRAYER
A Let us pray. God of all creation,

all you have made is good, and your loves endures forever. You bring forth
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we
might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P] Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P} Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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P} Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer...
Through him all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, both now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P} Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
P} The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly is seated.

All are welcome at the table of the Lord! We believe and teach that Christ is present
in the mystery of the sacrament of Holy Communion and that by communing with
him we receive forgiveness of our sin.

Communion will be distributed by intinction — after you receive the bread, you may
dip it in the chalice on the bread tray, which has grape juice, or the chalice held by the
communion assistant, which has wine. Children who have not received instruction
for communion are invited to come forward for a blessing. If you are unable to walk
to communion, please let an usher know so that a pastor can bring communion to
your seat. Gluten free wafers are available upon request to the pastor distributing the
bread.

As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen
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The assembly sings the following during communion:

LAMB OF GOD
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.
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COMMUNION SONG Let Us Break Bread Together Hymn No. 471
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1 Let us break bread to - geth-er on our knees;
2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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let wus drink wine to - geth-er on our knees.
let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees.
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sun, O Lord, have mer-cy on me.

After all have communed, the assembly stands.

TABLE BLESSING

P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Generous God, we give you thanks that again this day you have opened
wide your hands and satisfied us with the food of life, the body and blood of Christ.
Sharing your compassionate heart, may we be blessed and given to all who hunger

and thirst; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING

P} Almighty and merciful God + bless, preserve, and keep you, this day and
forevermore.

Amen.
SENDING SONG Holy God, We Praise Your Name Hymn No. 414
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DISMISSAL
A Called by Christ,
We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith.

Al Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Trumpet Tune in E Flat David N. Johnson

Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com, copyright 2024, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #34013. Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration, Text and Music: Marty Haugen; ©1990, GIA
Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723332. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from
ONE LICENSE with license #A-723332. All rights reserved. The Ash Grove is part of the public domain. Come, Thou Fount of Every
Blessing is part of the public domain. Let Justice Flow Like Streams Text ©1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox
Press. Spirit of the Living God ©L.illenas Publishing Company, Inc. Let Us Break Bread Together is part of the public domain. Holy
God, We Praise Your Name is part of the public domain. Trumpet Tune in E flat ©1964 Oxford University Press.
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To see the list of today’s worship volunteers,
you can go to relcmedia.org/worshipteam,
scan here:

information stand in the lobby.



OUR MISSION

Called by Christ, we INVITE all people,
SERVE our neighbors, and
BUILD a living faith.

WELCOME

Called by Christ we invite all people, celebrating the diversity of God’s
creation. Reformation is an affirming congregation for all: rejoicing with the
young and old, welcoming people of all sexual orientations, gender identities
and expressions, working to cultivate an accessible and inclusive community
for all abilities, and embracing all races, cultures, and faith traditions.

We serve our neighbors following the teachings of Christ. Reformation
responds to the needs of the most vulnerable - providing nourishment and
comfort, supporting the work of the local and global church, and protecting
God’s creation for future generations.

We build a living faith emboldened by the Holy Spirit. Reformation embodies
the unconditional love of God through worshiping and learning together and
valuing the gifts of everyone. To create the fullness of our community of faith,
we nurture relationships, pursue racial equity and gender justice, and
advocate for the wellbeing of the marginalized.




Reformation Evangelical Lutheran Church Leadership Team

To contact those with an extension please call 610-891-0600 and
use the listed extension number or send e-mail to the listed address.

The Rev. Dr. Alina S. Gayeuski
Lead Pastor

The Rev. Eileen Ruppel-Doan
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Christine Corson
Senior Administrative Assistant

Andrea Menta
Administrative Assistant

Valerie Rozek
Director of Music

Erik Flaten
Director of Contemporary Music

Liz Hazlett
Children’s Choir Director

Debbie Conley
Council President

ext. 109
PastorAlina@relcmedia.org
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ric@relcmedia.org
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cell: 509-528-8979
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Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am — 3:30pm
Friday, Closed
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