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Beloved, let us love one another, because
love is from God. - 1 John 4:7
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Welcome to Reformation!
Called by Christ, we INVITE all people, SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith.
Welcome! First time visitors are invited to stop by our welcome center in the lobby.

All are invited to check in with us using the friendship pads in your row or online at
relcmedia.org/hello.

Land Acknowledgement — Reformation is located on the original and ancestral homelands
of the Lenapehoking (Lenni-Lenape) people, and we give thanks for their presence here
since time immemorial. We recognize and honor all of our Indigenous siblings who have
and continue to call this land their home.

Children in worship are a blessing. We invite our smallest members to sit toward the front
where it is easiest for them to see and hear worship and to join the pastors for the Sermon
on the Steps. A Pray Ground space is available during worship at the back of the sanctuary.
Worship Bags can be filled at the Pray Ground and taken to your seat. A professionally
staffed nursery is available for children from birth to age 4. Worship is livestreamed to the
nursery as well as to the lobby. A family restroom is located on the lower level.

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers direct
you forward:

1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution)
2. Dipthe bread in one of the chalices
o White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor
o Redwine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.

Our Prayer List can be found at relcmedia.org/virtualchurch. To make your prayer request
known, please call or email the church office at 610-891-0600, rlc@relcmedia.org.

Williams Personal PA Receivers are available for use by the hearing impaired.

Large print bulletins are available from an usher.



Gathering

*Please stand as you are able Congregational responses are indicated in bold

Prelude When Love is Found Emma Lou Diemer

Welcome and Announcements

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24)

Confession and Forgiveness*
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who stretches out the heavens, who
sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and things left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of
your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The boundless riches of Christ are the gift of God’s grace to all people. As a
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Gathering Song* God of Grace and God of Glory Hymn 705
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I God of grace and God of glo - 1y, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - vl round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - mna - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow’t; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - ry;
sail his ways! From the fears  that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - 1ish glad - ness,
we  de - plore; let the gift of your sal - wva - tion
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bring its bud to glo-rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo-ry ev - er- more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing of this hour
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whom we a - dore, serv -ing you whom we a - dore.
Greeting*

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day*

Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, your only-begotten Son was presented
this day in the temple. May we be presented to you with clean and pure hearts by
the same Jesus Christ, our great high priest, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word

First Reading Malachi 3: 1-4
A reading from Malachi.

'See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenantin whom
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire
and like fullers’ soap; ® he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify
the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present
offerings to the Lord in righteousness. # Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will
be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading Hebrews 2:14-18
A reading from Hebrews.

4 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, [Jesus] himself likewise
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the
power of death, that is, the devil, '® and free those who all their lives were held in
slavery by the fear of death. '® For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but
the descendants of Abraham. ' Therefore he had to become like his brothers and
sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priestin

the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the

people. '® Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help
those who are being tested.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation*
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e-ter-nal life.
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Gospel* Luke 2:22-40
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory toyou, O Lord.

22\When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary
and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 2 (as it is
written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to
the Lord”), 2* and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of
the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 2 Now there was a man in
Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. %It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen
the Lord’s Messiah. 2” Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the
law, 2 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 2° “Master, now you are
dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; *° for my eyes have seen
your salvation, %' which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, * a light
for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 33 And the child’s
father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. ** Then Simeon
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed ** so that the inner
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

% There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her

marriage, *’ then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but
worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. % At that moment she came,
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem. *¥*When they had finished everything required by the law
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. “° The child grew
and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon on the Steps Blessing of the Candles

Sermon Pastor Alina Gayeuski
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Hymn of the Day* O Word of God Incarnate Hymn 514
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1 O Word of God in - car - nate, O Wis - dom from on high,
2 The church from you, dear Mas - ter, re-ceived the gift di - vine;
3 Oh, make your church, dear Sav - ior, a lamp of bur-nished gold
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O Truth un-changed,un - chang-ing, O Light of our dark sky:
and  still that light s lift - ed o’er all the earth to shine.
to bear be - fore the na - tions your true light, as of old;
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we  praise you for the ra - diance that from the hal-lowed page,
It is the chart and com - pass that, all life’s voy-age through,
oh, teach your wand-"ring pil - grims by this their path to trace,
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a lan - tern  to  our foot - steps,shines on from age to age.
mid mists and rocks and  quick - sands still guides, O Christ, to you.
till, clouds and dark-ness end - ed, they see you face to face.
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Apostles’ Creed*

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession*

Called to be light to the nations, let us pray for God’s justice, peace, and
healing.

[After each prayer petition:]

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

[The prayers conclude:]

Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of the world, who is one
with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Peace*

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

[The people greet one another with “Peace be with you” and a sign of Christ’s peace.]
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Meal

Offering

[Use pew envelopes or scan code to give online]

Musical Offering O Lord Most Holy Words and Music, Jay Althouse

Chancel Choir

Setting the Table*
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
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Offering Prayer*

Let us pray. Merciful God,

receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your justice
and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving*

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy . .. we praise your name and join their
unending hymn
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.
Blessed are you, . .. both now and forever.

Lord’s Prayer*

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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Communion
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers
direct you forward:

1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution)
2. Dipthe bread in one of the chalices

o  White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor
o Redwine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.

[The assembly sings the following during communion:]

Lamb of God
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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Communion Song One Bread, One Body Hymn 496
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wom-an  Or man, no more.
one in the Lord of all.
gath-ered to one for all.
Table Blessing*
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.
8:30 am
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Prayer after Communion*
Let us pray. We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts
through this feast of life and salvation. Be the light for our path that we may do
justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and forever. Amen.

Sending of Communion*
Let us pray. Faithful God, you have called us into the communion of Christ.
Strengthen us to be bearers of your light to all the ends of the earth, that we may
be servants in whom you are glorified. Especially uphold those who will receive
this bread and wine, so that they may know that you have taken them by the
hand and kept them through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sending

Blessing*
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
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Sending Song* Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee Hymn 836
n “ Il 1 1 1
|

J | | T T | | |

1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a- dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,

3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-'ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor - tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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Dismissal*
Called by Christ,
We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith.

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer J. Bert Carlson

Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com, copyright 2025, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #34013. Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration, Text and Music: Marty Haugen;
©1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723332. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this
service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-723332. All rights reserved. When Love is Found ©1993 Augsburg
Fortress. God of Grace and God of Glory and Oh Word of God Incarnate are part of the public domain. O Lord Most Holy
©1995 Alfred Publishing Co. One Bread, One Body Text and Music ©1978 John B. Foley, SJ, and OCP Publications. All rights
reserved. Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee is part of the public domain. Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ©1999 Augsburg
Fortress.
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Today’s Worship Team
relcmedia.org/worshipteam




Welcome to Reformation!

Called by Christ we invite all people, celebrating the diversity of God’s creation.
Reformation is an affirming congregation for all: rejoicing with the young and old,
welcoming people of all sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions,
working to cultivate an accessible and inclusive community for all abilities, and
embracing all races, cultures, and faith traditions.

We serve our neighbors following the teachings of Christ. Reformation responds
to the needs of the most vulnerable - providing nourishment and comfort,
supporting the work of the local and global church, and protecting God’s creation
for future generations.

We build a living faith emboldened by the Holy Spirit. Reformation embodies the
unconditional love of God through worshiping and learning together and valuing
the gifts of everyone. To create the fullness of our community of faith, we nurture
relationships, pursue racial equity and gender justice, and advocate for the
wellbeing of the marginalized.
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The Rev. Dr. Alina S. Gayeuski, Lead Pastor

The Rev. Eileen Ruppel-Doan, Pastor

Christine Corson, Operations Manager

Andrea Menta, Administrative Assistant

Valerie Rozek, Director of Music

Erik Flaten, Director of Contemporary Music

Debbie Conley, Council President

PastorAlina@relcmedia.org
ext. 109

PastorEileen@relcmedia.org
ext. 108

ccorson@relcmedia.org
ext. 112

amenta@relcmedia.org
ext. 110

varozek@relcmedia.org
440-478-8163

erik.flaten@relcmedia.org
509-528-8979

president@relcmedia.org

102 West Rose Tree Road, Media PA 19063 | 610-891-0600 | relcmedia.org

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am - 3:30pm; Friday, CLOSED



