
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
July 27, 2025 | 8:30 am 

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 



 

 

Welcome to Reformation! 

Called by Christ, we INVITE all people, SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith. 
 
Welcome! First time visitors are invited to stop by our welcome center in the lobby. 
All are invited to check in with us using the friendship pads in your row or online at 
relcmedia.org/hello.  
 
Land Acknowledgement – Reformation is located on the original and ancestral homelands 
of the Lenapehoking (Lenni-Lenape) people, and we give thanks for their presence here 
since time immemorial. We recognize and honor all of our Indigenous siblings who have 
and continue to call this land their home.  
 
Children in worship are a blessing. We invite our smallest members to sit toward the front 
where it is easiest for them to see and hear worship and to join the pastors for the Sermon 
on the Steps. A Pray Ground space is available during worship at the back of the sanctuary. 
Worship Bags can be filled at the Pray Ground and taken to your seat. A professionally 
staffed nursery is available for children from birth to age 4. Worship is livestreamed to the 
nursery as well as to the lobby. A family restroom is located on the lower level.  
 
All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers direct 
you forward: 

 
1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution) 
2. Dip the bread in one of the chalices  

• White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor 
• Red wine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor 

 
 Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.   
 Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.  
 
Our Prayer List can be found at relcmedia.org/virtualchurch. To make your prayer request 
known, please call or email the church office at 610-891-0600, rlc@relcmedia.org. 
 
Worship is livestreamed and recorded. If you do not wish to be on camera, please sit in 
the balcony or speak to a pastor. 
 

Williams Personal PA Receivers are available for use by the hearing impaired. 
 

Large print bulletins are available from an usher. 



 

July 27, 2025                                                                                                 3  8:30 am 

Gathering 
*Please stand as you are able      Congregational responses are indicated in bold   
 

Prelude                                 Abide with Me                                      J.S. Bach                 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
      This is the day that the Lord has made. 
       Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24) 
 

Confession and Forgiveness*  
      In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
       Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  

[Silence is kept for reflection.] 
  

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 

   

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church 
of Christ, and by his authority, therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Song*                         Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty            Hymn 533 

   
 

Greeting* 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day* 
 Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear 

than we are to pray, and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. 
Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our 
conscience, and give us those good things that come only through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Word 

 
First Reading                                                                                                   Genesis 18:20-32 
 A reading from Genesis. 
  

20 Then the Lord said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and 
how very grave their sin! 21 I must go down and see whether they have done 
altogether according to the outcry that has come to me, and if not, I will know.” 22 So 
the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained 
standing before the Lord. 23 Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed 
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty righteous 
within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty 
righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous 
with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26 And the Lord said, “If I find at 
Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their 
sake.” 27 Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord, I who 
am but dust and ashes. 28 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you 
destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find 
forty-five there.” 29 Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He 
answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30 Then he said, “Oh, do not let my 
lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I will not do 
it, if I find thirty there.” 31 He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord. 
Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not 
destroy it.” 32 Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I speak just once 
more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not 
destroy it.” 
 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading              Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19] 
 A reading from Colossians. 
 

6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in 
him, 7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were 
taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 8 Watch out that no one takes you captive 
through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to 
the elemental principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in him the 
whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have come to fullness in him, who is 
the head of every ruler and authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised with a 
spiritual circumcision, by the removal of the body of the flesh in the circumcision of 
Christ; 12 when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him 
through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And when you 
were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive 
together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 14 erasing the record that 
stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the 
cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of 
them, triumphing over them in it. [16 Therefore, do not let anyone condemn you in 
matters of food or drink or of observing festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths. 17 These 
are only a shadow of what is to come, but the body belongs to Christ. 18 Do not let 
anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, initiatory 
visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of thinking, 19 and not holding fast 
to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its 
ligaments and tendons, grows with a growth that is from God.] 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation* 

 

 

   

Gospel*                                 Luke 11:1-13 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

1 [Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples 
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2 So he said to them, 
“When you pray, say: Father, may your name be revered as holy. May your kingdom 
come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves 
forgive everyone indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 5 And he said to 
them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, 
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have 
nothing to set before him.’ 7 And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door 
has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give 
you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything out of 
friendship, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he 
needs. 9 “So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; 
knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and 
everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be 
opened. 11 Is there anyone among you who, if your child asked for a fish, would give a 
snake instead of a fish? 12 Or if the child asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? 13 If 
you, then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon on the Steps   
                  
Sermon Vicar Bruce Pollock 
 
Hymn of the Day*                  What a Friend We Have in Jesus         Hymn 742 
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Apostles’ Creed* 

 With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession* 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in 
need, and all of God’s creation.  

  

[After each prayer petition:] 
 

 Lord, in your mercy,  
 Hear our prayer. 
 

[The prayers conclude:] 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  
Amen. 

 
Peace* 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

[The people greet one another with “Peace be with you” and a sign of Christ’s peace.] 
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Meal 
 
Offering 
[Use pew envelopes or scan code to give online] 
 
  

Musical Offering            Largo from Symphony No. 9                         Antonin Dvorak,  
                                                                                 arr. James Pethel 

 Piano Four Hands – Valerie Rozek & Kris Hughey 
 
Setting the Table* 

 

 

Offering Prayer*  

 Let us pray. God of all creation,  
all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring forth 
bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that 
we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving* 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

     
 

Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer… 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in 
your holy Church, both now and forever. 

 Amen.  
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Lord’s Prayer* 
With the confidence of the children of God, let us pray: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Communion 
 The gifts of God for the people of God.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers 
direct you forward: 
 
1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution) 
2. Dip the bread in one of the chalices  

• White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor 
• Red wine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor 

 
 Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.   
 Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.  
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[The assembly sings the following during communion:]    

Lamb of God  

 
 

Communion Song               Eat This Bread             Hymn 472 
 

Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
come to me and never be hungry. 
Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
trust in me and you will not thirst. 

 
Table Blessing* 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 

 Amen. 
  

Prayer after Communion*  
Let us pray. Generous God, we give you thanks that again this day you have 
opened wide your hands and satisfied us with the food of life, the body and 
blood of Christ. Sharing your compassionate heart, may we be blessed and 
given to all who hunger and thirst; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 Amen. 
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Sending 
  

Blessing* 
Almighty and merciful God + bless, preserve, and keep you, this day and 
forevermore.  
Amen. 

 
Sending Song*              Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing                    Hymn 544 
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Dismissal* 
 Called by Christ, 
 We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith. 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude             Foundation     setting, Wilbur Held 
 

 
 

Today’s Worship Team 
relcmedia.org/worshipteam 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com, copyright 2025, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #34013.  Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in Christ in the United States of America.  
Used by permission.  All rights reserved. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration, Text and Music: Marty Haugen; 
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Symphony No 9 ©2023 Lorenz Publishing Co. Eat This Bread Text and music ©1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, 
Inc. agent. Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing Text ©Oxford University Press. Foundation ©1984 Concordia Publishing House. 

Welcome to Reformation!  
 

Called by Christ we invite all people, celebrating the diversity of God’s creation.  Reformation 
is an affirming congregation for all: rejoicing with the young and old, welcoming people of all 
sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, working to cultivate an accessible and 
inclusive community for all abilities, and embracing all races, cultures, and faith traditions. 
 

We serve our neighbors following the teachings of Christ. Reformation responds to the needs 
of the most vulnerable - providing nourishment and comfort, supporting the work of the local 
and global church, and protecting God’s creation for future generations. 
 

We build a living faith emboldened by the Holy Spirit. Reformation embodies the 
unconditional love of God through worshiping and learning together and valuing the gifts of 
everyone. To create the fullness of our community of faith, we nurture relationships, pursue 
racial equity and gender justice, and advocate for the wellbeing of the marginalized. 
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The Rev. Dr. Alina S. Gayeuski, Lead Pastor   PastorAlina@relcmedia.org 
      ext. 109 
 
The Rev. Eileen Ruppel-Doan, Pastor    PastorEileen@relcmedia.org 

ext. 108 
 

Vicar Bruce Pollock, Deacon Intern    VicarBruce@relcmedia.org 
ext. 120 

 
Christine Corson, Operations Manager    ccorson@relcmedia.org 

ext. 112 
 

Andrea Menta, Administrative Assistant    amenta@relcmedia.org 
ext. 110 

 
Valerie Rozek, Director of Music                                         varozek@relcmedia.org 

440-478-8163 
 

Erik Flaten, Director of Contemporary Music           erik.flaten@relcmedia.org 
509-528-8979 

 
John Grantland, Council President    president@relcmedia.org 

 
 
 

102 West Rose Tree Road, Media PA 19063 | 610-891-0600 | relcmedia.org 
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