Reformation Lutheran Church
July 12,2026 | 8:30 am
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost



Welcome to Reformation!
Called by Christ, we INVITE all people, SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith.
Welcome! First time visitors are invited to stop by our welcome center in the lobby.

All are invited to check in with us using the friendship pads in your row or online at
relcmedia.org/hello.

Land Acknowledgement — Reformation is located on the original and ancestral homelands
of the Lenapehoking (Lenni-Lenape) people, and we give thanks for their presence here
since time immemorial. We recognize and honor all of our Indigenous siblings who have
and continue to call this land their home.

Children in worship are a blessing. We invite our smallest members to sit toward the front
where it is easiest for them to see and hear worship and to join the pastors for the Sermon
on the Steps. A Pray Ground space is available during worship at the back of the sanctuary.
Worship Bags can be filled at the Pray Ground and taken to your seat. A professionally
staffed nursery is available for children from birth to age 4. Worship is livestreamed to the
nursery as well as to the lobby. A family restroom is located on the lower level.

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers direct
you forward:

1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution)
2. Dipthe bread in one of the chalices
o White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor
o Redwine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.

Our Prayer List can be found at relcmedia.org/virtualchurch. To make your prayer request
known, please call or email the church office at 610-891-0600, rlc@relcmedia.org.

Worship is livestreamed and recorded. If you do not wish to be on camera, please sitin
the balcony or speak to a pastor.

Williams Personal PA Receivers are available for use by the hearing impaired.

Large print bulletins are available from an usher.



Gathering

*Please stand as you are able Congregational responses are indicated in bold

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24)

Confession and Forgiveness*
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

[Silence is kept for reflection.]

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.
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Gathering Song* For the Beauty of the Earth Hymn 879
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I For the beau-ty of the -ecarth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav’'n;
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for the love which from our birth o - ver and a-round us lies:
hill  and wvale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo -ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly giv'n:
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Christ, our  God, to thee we raise this our sac-ri-fice of praise.
Greeting*

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day*
Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word.
By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in
faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Word

First Reading Isaiah 55:10-13
A reading from Isaiah.

0 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until
they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the
sower and bread to the eater, " so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it
shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which | purpose and
succeed in the thing for which | sent it. '2 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in
peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees
of the field shall clap their hands. '® Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, and it shall be to the Lord for a
memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading Romans 8:1-11

A reading from Romans.

"Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. ? For the
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of
death. ® For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he
condemned sin in the flesh, # so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled
in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. ° For those who
live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who
live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. ¢ To set the mind
on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. ’ For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s
law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. ° But you
are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '°But if Christ is in you,
then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of

righteousness. " If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation*
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Gospel* Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory toyou, O Lord.

'That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole
crowd stood on the beach. ® And he told them many things in parables, saying:
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. * And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and
the birds came and ate them up. ® Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did
not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of

soil.  But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they
withered away. ’ Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked
them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. °If you have ears, hear!” '® “Hear, then, the parable of the
sower. '*When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it,
the evil one comes and shatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was
sown on the path. 2° As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 2 yet such a person has no root
but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of
the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 22 But as for what was sown on good
soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit
and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon on the Steps

Sermon
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Hymn of the Day* Almighty God, Your Word is Cast Hymn 516
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1 Al-might-y God, your word is cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa - tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit- ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So when the pre-cious seed is sown, life - giv - ing grace be - stow,
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now let the dew of heav’'n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev -'ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re - ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.

Apostles’ Creed*

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession*

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

[After each prayer petition:]

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

[The prayers conclude:]

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

Blessing of the Prayer Shawls*

Peace*

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

[The people greet one another with “Peace be with you” and a sign of Christ’s peace.]

Meal

Offering

[Use pew envelopes or scan code to give online]

Musical Offering
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Setting the Table*
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new ev - ry day.
good - ness pro - claim.
Offering Prayer*

Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love
endures forever. You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious
presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving*

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy . .. we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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simg ho - san - na at the_ sight.

Blessed are you, O God, Creator of this wild and wonderful world...
All things bright and beautiful are entrusted to us by you,

And with all creation we praise you, O God.

Blessed and holy Trinity, Now and always.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer*

With the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Communion
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers
direct you forward:

1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution)
2. Dipthe bread in one of the chalices
o White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor
e Redwineis held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor

Those who do nhot commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.
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[The assembly sings the following during communion:]

Lamb of God
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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Communion Song

Eat This Bread

Hymn 472
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Table Blessing*

Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst.”
Je - sus Christ, ris - en Lord, those who trust in you will not thirst.
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

his grace.
Amen.
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Prayer after Communion*
Let us pray. Generous God, we give you thanks that again this day you have
opened wide your hands and satisfied us with the food of life, the body and
blood of Christ. Sharing your compassionate heart, may we be blessed and

given to all who hunger and thirst; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Sending

Blessing*

Almighty and merciful God + bless, preserve, and keep you, this day and
forevermore.

Amen.
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Sending Song* Go, My Children, with My Blessing Hymn 543
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1 “Go, my chil -dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins  for- giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “QGo, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, | am with you, you are my Own.
Here you learned how much [ love you, what I  can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow -er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en,  at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”
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Dismissal*
Called by Christ,
We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith.

Goin peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Today’s Worship Team
relcmedia.org/worshipteam

o
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Welcome to Reformation!

Called by Christ we invite all people, celebrating the diversity of God’s creation. Reformation
is an affirming congregation for all: rejoicing with the young and old, welcoming people of all
sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, working to cultivate an accessible and
inclusive community for all abilities, and embracing all races, cultures, and faith traditions.

We serve our neighbors following the teachings of Christ. Reformation responds to the needs
of the most vulnerable - providing nourishment and comfort, supporting the work of the local
and global church, and protecting God’s creation for future generations.

We build a living faith emboldened by the Holy Spirit. Reformation embodies the
unconditional love of God through worshiping and learning together and valuing the gifts of
everyone. To create the fullness of our community of faith, we nurture relationships, pursue
racial equity and gender justice, and advocate for the wellbeing of the marginalized.
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The Rev. Dr. Alina S. Gayeuski, Lead Pastor

The Rev. Eileen Ruppel-Doan, Pastor

Vicar Megan Eppleman, Seminarian

Christine Corson, Operations Manager

Andrea Menta, Administrative Assistant

Erik Flaten, Director of Music Ministry

Laura Reiter, Council President

PastorAlina@relcmedia.org
ext. 109

PastorEileen@relcmedia.org
ext. 108

VicarMegan@relcmedia.org
ccorson@relcmedia.org
ext. 112

amenta@relcmedia.org
ext. 110

erik.flaten@relcmedia.org
509-528-8979

president@relcmedia.org

102 West Rose Tree Road, Media PA 19063 | 610-891-0600 | relcmedia.org

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am - 3:30pm; Friday, CLOSED



