
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
September 20, 2026 | 8:30 am 

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 
 
 



 

Welcome to Reformation! 

Called by Christ, we INVITE all people, SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith. 
 
Welcome! First time visitors are invited to stop by our welcome center in the lobby. 
All are invited to check in with us using the friendship pads in your row or online at 
relcmedia.org/hello.  
 
Land Acknowledgement – Reformation is located on the original and ancestral homelands 
of the Lenapehoking (Lenni-Lenape) people, and we give thanks for their presence here 
since time immemorial. We recognize and honor all of our Indigenous siblings who have 
and continue to call this land their home.  
 
Children in worship are a blessing. We invite our smallest members to sit toward the front 
where it is easiest for them to see and hear worship and to join the pastors for the Sermon 
on the Steps. A Pray Ground space is available during worship at the back of the sanctuary. 
Worship Bags can be filled at the Pray Ground and taken to your seat. A professionally 
staffed nursery is available for children from birth to age 4. Worship is livestreamed to the 
nursery as well as to the lobby. A family restroom is located on the lower level.  
 
All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers direct 
you forward: 

 
1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution) 
2. Dip the bread in one of the chalices  

• White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor 
• Red wine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor 

 
 Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.   
 Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.  
 
Our Prayer List can be found at relcmedia.org/virtualchurch. To make your prayer request 
known, please call or email the church office at 610-891-0600, rlc@relcmedia.org. 
 
Worship is livestreamed and recorded. If you do not wish to be on camera, please sit in 
the balcony or speak to a pastor. 
 

Williams Personal PA Receivers are available for use by the hearing impaired. 
 

Large print bulletins are available from an usher. 



September 20, 2026 3 8:30 am 

Gathering 
*Please stand as you are able      Congregational responses are indicated in bold  
         

Prelude                                    
     
Welcome and Announcements  
      This is the day that the Lord has made. 
       Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24) 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever.  Amen. 

  
 Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
 [Silence is kept for reflection.] 
  
 Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have 
done and things we have failed to do. Reform us to be a church empowered 
by your love, acting for justice and seeking the healing of your whole 
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.   
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Gathering Song*                Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise    Hymn 834 

 
Greeting* 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day* 
Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us 
your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your 
merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

Word 

 
First Reading                                                                                                             Jonah 3:10—4:11 
 A reading from Jonah. 
  

10 When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring 
upon them, and he did not do it. 4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he 
became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while 
I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning, for I 
knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in 
steadfast love, and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, O Lord, please take my 
life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 4 And the Lord said, “Is it right 
for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city 
and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see 
what would become of the city. 6 The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come 
up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort, so 
Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, God 
appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, 
God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so 
that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than 
to live.” 9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And 
he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10 Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about 
the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being 
in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, 
that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand 
persons who do not know their right hand from their left and also many animals?” 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading                              Philippians 1:21-30 
A reading from Philippians. 

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. 23 I am hard pressed 
between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better, 24 but 
to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am convinced of this, I 
know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in 
faith, 26 so that, by my presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ 
Jesus because of me. 27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, 
so that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know 
that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the 
faith of the gospel 28 and in no way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this is 
evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he 
has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering 
for him as well, 30 since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now 
hear that I still have. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation* 
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Gospel*                           Matthew 20:1-16  
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the 
laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went 
out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said 
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they 
went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 
same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around, and 
he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, 
‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call 
the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a 
denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 
each of them also received a denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 
agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to 
this last the same as I give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be 
first, and the first will be last.” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon on the Steps             
 

Sermon            
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Blessing of Hands 
Through Baptism we are called to serve and love one another and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit to do God’s work with our hands in the world.  
 
As we live in community with God and one another 
May our hands be instruments of peace and love 
When a stranger is in our midst 
May our hands extend a welcome 
Where there is injustice in the world and in our communities 
May our hands create hope and healing  
Wherever there is sorrow, sickness and suffering 
May our hands embrace the broken and offer prayers 

 
Let us pray. Holy God, may we be reminded whatever the need, large or small, 
you are at work through our hands. May we serve generously, lovingly, and 
faithfully.  
Amen.  

 
Friends in Christ, God is at work. God is working through us, in us, and by our 
hands. Will you look to Jesus as our example in freely serving others with love, 
compassion and humility? 
We will and we ask God to help us.  

 
[Worshipers are invited to go to one of the “Blessing Stations” to receive a blessing and 
anointing on the backs of their hands.  There are four stations – two in the front and two in 
the back of the Sanctuary. Ushers will direct you to one of the stations. 
 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.] 
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Hymn of the Day*          God’s Work, Our Hands       Hymn 1000 (ACS) 
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Apostles’ Creed* 

 With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession* 
 Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident 

that God hears us. 
 

[After each prayer petition:] 
 

 Lord, in your mercy,  
 Hear our prayer. 
 

[The prayers conclude:] 
 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever 
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Peace* 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

[The people greet one another with “Peace be with you” and a sign of Christ’s peace.] 
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Meal 
 
Offering 
[Use pew envelopes or scan code to give online] 
 
  
Musical Offering                  Welcome to God’s Love Mark Miller 
 
 
 
 

Setting the Table* 

 

Offering Prayer* 
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By 
these gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving* 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

     
Blessed are you, . . . as he comes to us in his holy supper.  

 Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 In the night . . . remembrance of me. 
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Lord’s Prayer* 
Joining our hearts and voices, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 As we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
Communion 
 Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers 
direct you forward: 
 
1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution) 
2. Dip the bread in one of the chalices  

• White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor 
• Red wine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor 

 
 Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.   
 Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.  
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[The assembly sings the following during communion:]    

Lamb of God  
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Communion Song               In the Singing     Hymn 446 

 
Table Blessing* 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
his grace. 

 Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion* 
Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the 
body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit, strengthen us to serve all in need and 
to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  
Sending 
 

Blessing* 
 God all mighty, God most merciful + bless you, keep you, and give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Sending Song*           Sent Forth by God’s Blessing       Hymn 547 

      



  
 

Dismissal* 
 Called by Christ, 
 We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith. 
 

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude          
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Worship Team 
relcmedia.org/worshipteam 
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Welcome to Reformation!  
 

Called by Christ we invite all people, celebrating the diversity of God’s creation.  Reformation 
is an affirming congregation for all: rejoicing with the young and old, welcoming people of all 
sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, working to cultivate an accessible and 
inclusive community for all abilities, and embracing all races, cultures, and faith traditions. 
 

We serve our neighbors following the teachings of Christ. Reformation responds to the needs 
of the most vulnerable - providing nourishment and comfort, supporting the work of the local 
and global church, and protecting God’s creation for future generations. 
 

We build a living faith emboldened by the Holy Spirit. Reformation embodies the 
unconditional love of God through worshiping and learning together and valuing the gifts of 
everyone. To create the fullness of our community of faith, we nurture relationships, pursue 
racial equity and gender justice, and advocate for the wellbeing of the marginalized. 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The Rev. Dr. Alina S. Gayeuski, Lead Pastor   PastorAlina@relcmedia.org 
      ext. 109 
 
The Rev. Eileen Ruppel-Doan, Pastor    PastorEileen@relcmedia.org 

ext. 108 
 

  Vicar Megan Maiolo, Seminarian   VicarMegan@relcmedia.org 
 

 
Christine Corson, Operations Manager    ccorson@relcmedia.org 

ext. 112 
 

Andrea Menta, Administrative Assistant    amenta@relcmedia.org 
ext. 110 

 
Erik Flaten, Director of Music Ministry            erik.flaten@relcmedia.org 

509-528-8979 
 

Laura Reiter, Council President    president@relcmedia.org 

 
 

102 West Rose Tree Road, Media PA 19063 | 610-891-0600 | relcmedia.org 
 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am – 3:30pm; Friday, CLOSED 
 

 


