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The Vigil of Easter is the first service of Easter  

and follows the earliest tradition of the Christian 

Church. The service begins where Good Friday 

ended. The congregation gathers outside the 

darkened sanctuary and the new Paschal candle  

is lighted. The procession enters the sanctuary as 

individual candles for worshippers are lighted from 

the Paschal candle. This service of gathering light 

culminates with the Easter gospel and the news that 

“Christ is Risen!” The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

and Holy Communion conclude the service and the 

benediction signals that the "Great Three Days"  

of Christianity are concluded with God's  

victory in Christ. 
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Resurrection of Our Lord: Vigil of Easter 

April 8, 2023 

7:30 pm  
 

This is the night! This is our Passover with Christ from darkness to light, from bondage to freedom, 

from death to life. Tonight is the heart of our celebration of the Three Days and the pinnacle of the 

church's year. The resurrection of Christ is proclaimed in word and sign, and we gather around a 

pillar of fire, hear ancient stories of our faith, welcome new sisters and brothers at the font, and 

share the food and drink of the promised land. Raised with Christ, we go forth into the world, 

aflame with the good news of the resurrection. 

 

C= Congregation    A=Assisting Minister    P=Presiding Minister    R=Individual Responses   

 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
 

INTRODUCTION  

P This is the night of salvation! At the Vigil of Easter, we gather around fire, word, 

water, bread, and wine, proclaiming through story and song that ours is a God who 

continuously brings life out of death. On this night we experience again the heart of 

God’s baptismal promise and the center of our faith: we are claimed and cleansed, 

renewed in the death and resurrection of Christ. We gather with all the saints of every 

time and place to celebrate the good news: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

The fire is lit.  
 

P Let us pray. Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the 

world. Bless this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the 

brightness of Christ's rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; through the 

Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 



April 8, 2023                                                                         4                                                                                  7:30 pm 

The presiding minister traces the inscription on the paschal candle.  

P Christ, yesterday and today,  

The beginning and the ending.  

To Christ belongs all time and all the ages;  

To Christ belongs glory and dominion now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 
The paschal candle is lit.  

P May the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our | hearts and  

minds. 

 
PROCESSION 

The assembly lights individual candles from the paschal candle and begins a procession, 

following the cross and the candle, into the sanctuary. Three times the procession will stop as the 

assisting minister lifts the candle and sings the following: 

 

 

 

 
 

 
EASTER PROCLAMATION 

A Rejoice, now, all heavenly choirs of angels …  

… and let this house resound with the triumphant voices of the peoples.  
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A It is indeed right and salutary that we should with full devotion …  

… one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of 

the risen Christ. Renew your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may 

worship you in sincerity and truth and may shine as a light in the world, through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  

 
Candles are extinguished. The assembly is seated.  

 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING  Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

 
RESPONSE 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  

 
PRAYER 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature  

and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the 

one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  

C Amen. 

 

Lord  our  God.        C It  is   right  to  give  our  thanks  and  praise. 
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SECOND READING                    Exodus 14:10–31; 15:20–21 

 

 

RESPONSE  I Will Sing to the Lord  

Text based on Exodus 15:1b–13, 17–18 

 
The cantor sings the refrain then the assembly sings the refrain;  

the cantor sings each verse and the assembly sings the refrain after each verse. 

 

 
 

1. Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in pow’r, your right hand shatters the enemy! 
    Who among the gods is like you, O Lord?  
    Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in splendor, doing wonders!      Refrain 

 

2. In your mercy you led forth the people you set free;  
you guided them in your strength to your holy habitation.  
You will bring them in and plant them on the mount that is your own!      Refrain 

 
PRAYER 

P Let us pray. O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own  

day: By the power of your mighty arm you once delivered your chosen people from 

slavery under Pharaoh, a sign for us of the salvation offered to everyone by the water 

of baptism. Grant that all the peoples of earth may partake in the salvation of the 

Israelites and together dance on the safe side of the sea, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 



April 8, 2023                                                                         7                                                                                  7:30 pm 

THIRD READING                     Isaiah 55:1-11 
 

RESPONSE  

A The word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  

 
PRAYER 

P Let us pray. Holy God, you created all things by the power of your Word, and you 

renew the whole earth by your Spirit. Give now the water of life to all who thirst for 

you, that, rejoicing in your covenant of mercy, we may bring forth abundant fruit, 

through  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C Amen. 

 

FOURTH READING                  Daniel 3:1–29 

 

RESPONSE Song of the Three 1:35–65 

 

The cantor introduces the refrain. The assembly repeats it.  

 

The cantor sings the verses. The assembly sings the refrain as indicated.  

 

 

 
PRAYER 

P Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, the only hope of the world, by the  

proclamation of your prophets you declare to us the word of salvation. By the grace 

of your Spirit increase the devotion of all the baptized, that, strengthened by your 

presence, we may withstand hardship and sorrow and be united with your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
Baptism is permanent and indelible and lasts forever.  

The Christian life is one of daily returning to that covenant. 

On this most holy night we renew and affirm the faith we profess. 

 
P Friends in Christ, on this most holy night the church keeps vigil, awaiting the  

glorious resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. In baptism we were buried with Christ 

Jesus so that as Christ was raised from the dead in the splendor of the Father, we too 

might live a new life. 

 

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water 

and the Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts 

of your Spirit, and nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your 

servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you 

have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 

C Amen. 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of  

the Church. 

 
P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

C I renounce them. 

 
P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

C I renounce them. 

 
P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

C I renounce them.  

 

P Do you believe in God the Father? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
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P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,   

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 
AFFIRMATION 

P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the  

covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

   to live among God's faithful people,  

  to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

  to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

  to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

  and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

C I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit  

you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your 

people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 

of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of 

joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 
The assembly is sprinkled with water from the font as a sign of our renewal of baptism. 
 



April 8, 2023                                                                         10                                                                                  7:30 pm 

ACCLAMATION We Belong to Christ (sing three times) 

 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 6:3-11 

A A reading from Romans. 
 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we 

have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 

might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed 

from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know 

that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 

him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you 

also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

A The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Bless’d  be    God,  the    source    of  life,  who   gives  us    new   birth. 

We we 
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GOSPEL John 20:1-18 

P The holy gospel according to John. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 

saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 

other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the 

tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out 

and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 

reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he 

did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 

wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 

wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 

also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 

must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping 

outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in 

white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 

They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 

Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around 

and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, 

why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 

him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 

away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which 

means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the 

Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 

my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 

Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.  
 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

EASTER FANFARE At the Lamb’s High Feast Paul Manz 
 

SERMON The Rev. Stacey-Kyle Rea 

                                            Assistant to the Bishop, SEPA Synod 

 
Silence for reflection follows. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY       Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds Hymn No. 367 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Opportunity will be provided for you to offer prayers for concerns on your heart, silently or 

aloud.  Please conclude each prayer petition with the words, “Lord, in your mercy.” 

 

A Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we pray for the witness 

of the church, the wholeness of creation, and all who are in need.   
 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

A Lord, in your mercy,  

C Hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 
 

A We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by the power of the  

Holy Spirit and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen 

 
PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying “Peace be with you” or similar 

words. 
 

The assembly is seated.  
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING 

Tithes and offerings are gathered for the mission of the church. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING                       Tabernacle                   Words & Music by Ed Cash,                                                                                           

                                                                                       Scott Cash, Franni Cash, Martin Cash               

                                                                                       and Andrew Bergthold and Bergthold 

                                             Souls and Chancel Choir 
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SETTING THE TABLE 

The assembly stands to sing as the gifts are brought forward.  

OFFERING PRAYER 

A Let us pray.  Blessed are you,  

C O Lord, our God, maker of all things. Day by day you shower us with blessings.  

As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their 

 unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P Holy God, Holy One, Holy Three! . . . We proclaim the mystery of faith.  

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

P Holy God, we remember your Son, . . . His resurrection for us all. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

 

P Holy God, we beg for your Spirit. . . . Nourish the life of the earth.  

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.  

 

P You, Holy God, Holy One, Holy Three . . . . praise tomorrow, praise forever!  

C Amen.  
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P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  

  who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 

P This is the feast of victory for our God!  

C Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 

 

 

All are welcome at the table of the Lord! We believe and teach that Christ is present in 

the mystery of the sacrament of Holy Communion and that by communing with him we 

receive forgiveness of our sin.  

 

Communion will be distributed by intinction – after you receive the bread, you may dip it 

in the chalice on the bread tray, which has grape juice, or the chalice held by the 

communion assistant, which has wine.  Children who have not received instruction for 

communion are invited to come forward for a blessing.  If you are unable to walk to 

communion, please let an usher know so that a pastor can bring communion to your seat. 

Gluten free wafers are available upon request to the pastor distributing the bread. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION SONG         Come, Let Us Eat            Hymn No. 491 

 

 
After all have communed, the assembly stands.  

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  

grace.    

C Amen. 
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PRAYER  

A Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to 

conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. 

Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to 

all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

P The God of life, who raised Jesus from the dead, who sends forth the Spirit to  

renew the face of the earth, be merciful to you and + bless you, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
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SENDING SONG Christ is Risen! Alleluia! Hymn No. 382 
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DISMISSAL 

A Called by Christ, 

C We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith. 

 
A Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE Come Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain arr. Wilbur Held 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com, copyright 2023, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #34013.  Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 

1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in Christ in the United States of America.  Used by 

permission.  All rights reserved. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration, Text and Music: Marty Haugen; ©1990, GIA 
Publications, Inc.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723332. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONE LICENSE with license #A-723332. All rights reserved. At the Lamb’s High Feast  ©1974 Concordia Publishing House.  Now All 

the Vault of Heaven Resounds Text ©1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Tabernacle © 2022 Angie Feel 
Good Songs ©CCLI Song #7158842.   Come Let Us Eat Test sts. 1-3 and tune ©Lutheran World Federation.  Text st. 4 and music 

adapt ©1972 Contemporary Worship 4: Hymns for Baptism and Holy Communion, admin Augsburg Fortress.  Christ is Risen, 

Alleluia! is part of the public domain.  Come Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain ©1975 Concordia Publishing House. 
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To see the list of today’s worship volunteers,  

you can go to relcmedia.org/worshipteam,  

scan here: 

  

or visit the Worship Team  

information stand in the lobby. 
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OUR MISSION 

Called by Christ, we INVITE all people, 
                                   SERVE our neighbors, and 
                                   BUILD a living faith. 

WELCOME 

Called by Christ we invite all people, celebrating the diversity of God’s 
creation.  Reformation is an affirming congregation for all: rejoicing with the 
young and old, welcoming people of all sexual orientations, gender identities 
and expressions, working to cultivate an accessible and inclusive community 
for all abilities, and embracing all races, cultures, and faith traditions. 

We serve our neighbors following the teachings of Christ. Reformation 
responds to the needs of the most vulnerable - providing nourishment and 
comfort, supporting the work of the local and global church, and protecting 
God’s creation for future generations. 

We build a living faith emboldened by the Holy Spirit. Reformation embodies 
the unconditional love of God through worshiping and learning together and 
valuing the gifts of everyone. To create the fullness of our community of faith, 
we nurture relationships, pursue racial equity and gender justice, and 
advocate for the wellbeing of the marginalized. 
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Reformation Evangelical Lutheran Church Leadership Team 

To contact those with an extension please call 610-891-0600 and 

use the listed extension number or send e-mail to the listed address. 

All other phone calls: 610-891-0600 

 

The Rev. Alina S. Gayeuski   ext. 109 

Lead Pastor   PastorAlina@relcmedia.org 

The Rev. Eileen Ruppel-Doan   ext. 108 

Pastor  PastorEileen@relcmedia.org 

Christine Corson   ext. 112 

Senior Administrative Assistant   rlc@relcmedia.org 

  Andrea Menta  ext. 110 

Administrative Assistant   rlc@relcmedia.org 

Valerie Rozek   cell: 440-478-8163 

Director of Music   varozek@relcmedia.org 

  Erik Flaten   cell: 509-528-8979 

Director of Contemporary Music   erik.flaten@relcmedia.org 

Liz Hazlett    

Children’s Choir Director  lizhazlett@relcmedia.org 

John Grantland 

Council President   president@relcmedia.org 

 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am – 3:30pm 

Friday, Closed 
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