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Beloved, let us love one another, because
love is from God. - 1 John 4:7

Reformation Lutheran Church
October 6,2024 | 8:30 am
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost



Welcome to Reformation!
Called by Christ, we INVITE all people, SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith.
Welcome! First time visitors are invited to stop by our welcome center in the lobby.

All are invited to check in with us using the friendship pads in your row or online at
relcmedia.org/hello.

Land Acknowledgement — Reformation is located on the original and ancestral homelands
of the Lenapehoking (Lenni-Lenape) people, and we give thanks for their presence here
since time immemorial. We recognize and honor all of our Indigenous siblings who have
and continue to call this land their home.

Children in worship are a blessing. We invite our smallest members to sit toward the front
where it is easiest for them to see and hear worship and to join the pastors for the Sermon
on the Steps. A Pray Ground space is available during worship at the back of the sanctuary.
Worship Bags can be filled at the Pray Ground and taken to your seat. A professionally
staffed nursery is available for children from birth to age 4. Worship is livestreamed to the
nursery as well as to the lobby. A family restroom is located on the lower level.

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers direct
you forward:

1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution)
2. Dipthe bread in one of the chalices
e Grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor
o Wineis held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor

Children and those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.

Our Prayer List can be found at relcmedia.org/virtualchurch. To make your prayer request
known, please call or email the church office at 610-891-0600, rlc@relcmedia.org.

Williams Personal PA Receivers are available for use by the hearing impaired.

Large print bulletins are available from an usher.



Gathering

*Please stand as you are able Congregational responses are indicated in bold

Prelude Day by Day setting, J. Bert Carlson

Welcome and Announcements

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24)

Confession and Forgiveness*
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
[Silence is kept for reflection]
Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Reform us to be a church empowered
by your love, acting for justice and seeking the healing of your whole
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.
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Gathering Song* All Are Welcome Hymn 641
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1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safe - ly

2 Let us build a house where proph-ets speak, and words are strong and

3 Let us build a house where love 1is found in wa - ter, wine and

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach be - yond the wood and

5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and vi - sions
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live, a place  where saints and chil - dren tell how
true, where  all God’s chil - dren dare to seek to
wheat: a ban - quet hall on ho - ly ground where
stone to heal and strength - en, serve and teach, and
heard and loved and trea - sured, taught and claimed as
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hearts learn to  for - give. Built of hopes and dreams and
dream God’s reign a - new. Here the cross shall stand as
peace and jus - tice meet. Here the love of God, through
live the  Word they’ve known. Here the out - cast and the
words with - in the Word. Built of tears and cries and
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vi - sions, rock of faith and vault of grace; here the love  of
wit - ness and as sym - bol of God’s grace; here as one we
Je - sus, 1s re - vealed in time and space; as we share in
strang-er bear the im - age of God’s face; let us bring an
laugh-ter, prayers of faith and songs of  grace, let this house pro-
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Christ shall end di - vi - sions:
claim the faith of Je - sus:

Christ the feast that frees us: All are wel - come,
end to fear and dan - ger:
claim from floor to raf - fter:
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all are wel-come, all are wel - come in this place.
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Greeting*

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day*

Let us pray. Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with
one another. Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust
like little children, that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Presentation of the Reinhard Scholarship
Word

First Reading Genesis 2:18-24
Areading from Genesis.

'8The Lord God said, “Itis not good that the man should be alone; | will make him a
helper as his partner.” '°So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of
the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would
call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its

name. ?°The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every
animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner. 2'So
the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took
one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. ??And the rib that the Lord God had
taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. #Then the
man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be
called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” ?Therefore a man leaves his
father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

A reading from Hebrews.

"Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed
heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. *He is the reflection of
God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by
his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high, “having become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 2Now God did not subject the
coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. °But someone has testified
somewhere, “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, or mortals, that
you care for them? ’You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; you
have crowned them with glory and honor, 8subjecting all things under their feet.”
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is,
we do not yet see everything in subjection to them,®but we do see Jesus, who for a
little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor
because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death
for everyone. "°lt was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect
through sufferings. '"For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have
one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and

sisters, '?saying, “l will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst
of the congregation | will praise you.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation*
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Gospel* Mark 10:2-16

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
Glory toyou, O Lord.

2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” *They
said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce

her.” °But Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this
commandment for you. ®But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male
and female.’ "‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined
to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one
flesh. °Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” '°Then in the
house the disciples asked him again about this matter. ""He said to them, “Whoever
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; '?and if she
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” "*People were
bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples
spoke sternly to them. “But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to
them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for itis to such as these
that the kingdom of God belongs. "*Truly | tell you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” '"®And he took them up in his
arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon on the Steps

Sermon Pastor Eileen Ruppel-Doan

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song.
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Hymn of the Day* Blest Be the Tie That Binds Hymn 656
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1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Chris-tian love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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the u - ni-ty of heart and mind is like to that a - bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.

and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all e - ter - ni - ty.

Apostles’ Creed*
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
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the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession*

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

[After each prayer petition:]

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

[The prayers conclude:]

Trusting in your mercy and goodness, we bring before you these prayers and
whatever else you see we need, in the name of the one who sets us free, Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Peace*

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

[The people greet one another with “Peace be with you” and a sign of Christ’s peace.]

Mission Moment
Meal

Offering
[Use pew envelopes or scan code to give online]

Musical Offering Be Still Karen Marrolli
Chancel Choir
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Setting the Table*

Refrain
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Offering Prayer*

Let us pray. Blessed are you,
O God, source of every gift of your creation. By these gifts and with our lives,
help us to serve one another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord. Amen.
Great Thanksgiving*

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy . .. we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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Bless-ed is the One who comes in your name. Ho -
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san-na in the high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est!
Blessed areyou, ... as he comes to usin his holy supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
In the night . . . remembrance of me.
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Lord’s Prayer*
Joining our hearts and voices, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Communion

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Thanks be to God!

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers
direct you forward:

1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution)
2. Dipthe bread in one of the chalices
e Grapejuice is on the bread tray held by the pastor
e Wineis held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor

Children and those who do hot commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.
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[The assembly sings the following during communion:]

Lamb of God
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1. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world;
2. Lamb of God, you break the chains of ha-tred and fear;
3. Lamb of God, you are the way of jus-tice and peace:
4. Lamb of God, you are the way of mer-cy and love:

b P —1 I -
%"")’?J ] ,1‘73 ?%,ﬁﬁ?i J"”sl-’*‘

e
have mer-cy onus, mer-cy on us, mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world:
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grant us peace, grant us peace, grant  us peace.
Communion Song This is Christ’s Body Hymn 967 (ACS)
0 | . .
A LT I i ! I i i i i  — '|
This is Christ’s bod -y, bro-ken and  blest. Feed us with
0| |
¥ D I | 1 I 1 |
Grrr—a—a——] | ————
7 o =
mer-cy and love. We are Christ’s bod -y,
0| :
Y D | I 1 I
éx E l 1 | 1 >y I I I I I
P=| | | | I | | |
e I P | P | | P P=D P= |
J ! T < - T —
bro-ken and  blest. Heal us and make wus one.
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Table Blessing*

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion*
Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the
body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and
to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Sending of Communion*
Let us pray. Gracious God, you took the form of a servant, offering yourself as
food, comfort, and strength to a sick and hurting world. Anoint with a servant
heart those who take your word and sacrament to those who are homebound.
Grant grace, mercy, healing, and hope to those who feast on your body and
blood and receive your words of new life.
Amen.

Sending

Thanksgiving for Liz Hazlett
Blessing*

God all mighty, God most merciful + bless you, keep you, and give you peace.
Amen.
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Sending Song* Now Thank We All Our God Hymn 840
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1 Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voic - es,
2 Oh, may this boun-teous God through all our life be near us,
3 All praise and thanks to  God the  Fa - ther now be giv - en,
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who won-drous things has  done, in whom this world re - joic - es;
with ev - er joy - ful hearts and bless - ed peace to cheer us,
the Son, and Spir - it  blest, who reign in high-est heav - en,
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who, from our moth-ers’ arms, has blest us on our way
and keep us all in grace, and guide us when per - plexed,
the one ¢ - ter - nal God, whom earth and heav’'n a - dore;
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with count-less gifts of love, and still is  ours to - day.
and free wus from all harm in this world and the next.
for thus it was, is now, and shall be eV - er - more.
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Dismissal*

Called by Christ,
We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith.

Goin peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Praise the Almighty! setting, Robert J. Powell

Today’s Worship Team
relcmedia.org/worshipteam

Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com, copyright 2024, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #34013. Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration, Text and Music: Marty Haugen;
©1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723332. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this
service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-723332. All rights reserved. Day by Day ©2013 Augsburg Fortress. All Are
Welcome Text and Music: ©1994 GIA Publications, Inc. Blest Be the Tie That Binds is part of the public domain. Be Still
©2021 Birnamwood, a division of MorningStar Music. This is Christ’s Body Text and music ©2020 Augsburg Fortress. Now
Thank We All Our God is part of the public domain. Praise the Almighty! ©2014 Augsburg Fortress
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Welcome to Reformation!

Called by Christ we invite all people, celebrating the diversity of God’s creation.
Reformation is an affirming congregation for all: rejoicing with the young and old,
welcoming people of all sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions,
working to cultivate an accessible and inclusive community for all abilities, and
embracing all races, cultures, and faith traditions.

We serve our neighbors following the teachings of Christ. Reformation responds
to the needs of the most vulnerable - providing nourishment and comfort,
supporting the work of the local and global church, and protecting God’s creation
for future generations.

We build a living faith emboldened by the Holy Spirit. Reformation embodies the
unconditional love of God through worshiping and learning together and valuing
the gifts of everyone. To create the fullness of our community of faith, we nurture
relationships, pursue racial equity and gender justice, and advocate for the
wellbeing of the marginalized.
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The Rev. Dr. Alina S. Gayeuski, Lead Pastor

The Rev. Eileen Ruppel-Doan, Pastor

Christine Corson, Senior Administrative Assistant

Andrea Menta, Administrative Assistant

Valerie Rozek, Director of Music

Erik Flaten, Director of Contemporary Music

Debbie Conley, Council President

PastorAlina@relcmedia.org
ext. 109

PastorEileen@relcmedia.org
ext. 108

ccorson@relcmedia.org
ext. 112

amenta@relcmedia.org
ext. 110

varozek@relcmedia.org
440-478-8163

erik.flaten@relcmedia.org
509-528-8979

president@relcmedia.org

102 West Rose Tree Road, Media PA 19063 | 610-891-0600 | relcmedia.org

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am - 3:30pm; Friday, CLOSED



