
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reformation Lutheran Church 
December 29, 2024 | 10:00 am 

First Sunday of Christmas 
 



 

Welcome to Reformation! 

Called by Christ, we INVITE all people, SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith. 
 
Welcome! First time visitors are invited to stop by our welcome center in the lobby. 
All are invited to check in with us using the friendship pads in your row or online at 
relcmedia.org/hello.  
 
Land Acknowledgement – Reformation is located on the original and ancestral homelands 
of the Lenapehoking (Lenni-Lenape) people, and we give thanks for their presence here 
since time immemorial. We recognize and honor all of our Indigenous siblings who have 
and continue to call this land their home.  
 
Children in worship are a blessing. We invite our smallest members to sit toward the front 
where it is easiest for them to see and hear worship and to join the pastors for the Sermon 
on the Steps. A Pray Ground space is available during worship at the back of the sanctuary. 
Worship Bags can be filled at the Pray Ground and taken to your seat. A professionally 
staffed nursery is available for children from birth to age 4. Worship is livestreamed to the 
nursery as well as to the lobby. A family restroom is located on the lower level.  
 
All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers direct 
you forward: 

 
1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution) 
2. Dip the bread in one of the chalices  

• White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor 
• Red wine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor 

 
 Children and those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.   
 Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.  
 
Our Prayer List can be found at relcmedia.org/virtualchurch. To make your prayer request 
known, please call or email the church office at 610-891-0600, rlc@relcmedia.org. 
 
 

Williams Personal PA Receivers are available for use by the hearing impaired. 
 

Large print bulletins are available from an usher
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A Service of the Canticles of Christ’s Birth 
 
The word “Canticle” is derived from the Latin, “canticulum,” which means “little 
song.” Generally, these are biblical texts, in addition to the psalms, that may be 
chanted or sung as hymns, and there are four of them found in the first two chapters 
of the gospel of Luke.  
  
The Benedictus (Luke 1:67-79) is sung by Zechariah following the birth of his son, 
John.  
 
The Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55) is sung by Mary as she greets her cousin Elizabeth.  
 
The Gloria in Excelsis Deo (Luke 2:14) is sung by the angels announcing the birth of 
Jesus to the shepherds.  
 
And finally, The Nunc Dimittis (Luke 2:29-32) is sung by Simeon who meets the 
baby Jesus at the Temple.  
  
These four canticles tell the story of the birth of Christ in words and song and invite 
us to join in the proclamation of this good news and the praise of God with 
Zechariah, Mary, Simeon, and all the angels, as they sing of the good news that God 
has come to be with us.  
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Gathering 
*Please stand as you are able      Congregational responses are indicated in bold  
         

Prelude                          Go Tell It on the Mountain      setting, Wilbur Held 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24) 

 
Litany for a New Year* 
 Holy God, grant us your gracious, guiding presence as we enter the new year. 

Lead us into this new time, confident that your promises will be fulfilled. 
 Reveal your love and make us new.  
 
 Spirit of Truth, call us to repentance at the beginning of this new year. Forgive us 

for past unfaithfulness, silence in the face of injustice and inaction amid 
suffering. Help us to share your gifts with those who cry out for daily bread.  

 Reveal your love and make us new.  
 
 Prince of Peace, healer and reconciler, heal the divisions in your Church and 

among the peoples of the world. Give us new vision to zealously seek the unity 
for which you prayed, that we should all be one.  

 Reveal your love and make us new.   
 

 God of all ages, release us from fear. Give us faith to trust that you lead us 
forward just as you have led your church throughout all ages.  Be our companion 
as we walk unexplored paths into an unknown future. Open us to new 
possibilities and renew our hope. In Jesus’ name.  

 Amen. 
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Gathering Song*                    Good Christian Friends, Rejoice Hymn 288 

 
Greeting* 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day* 

Let us pray. Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our 
minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act 
according to your good will and may live continually in the light of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
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Word 
 
Introduction to the Canticles of Christ’s Birth 

 

  

The Benedictus  Luke 1:57-79 
 

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son.  Her neighbors 
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they 
rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they 
were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, “No; he is 
to be called John.”  They said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.”  Then 
they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him.  
He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were 
amazed.  Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began 
to speak, praising God.  Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things 
were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea.  All who heard them 
pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the 
hand of the Lord was with him. Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and prophesied: 

 
(the assembly sings the Song of Zechariah) 
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Song of Zechariah  Hymn 250 
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The Magnificat                      Luke 1:39-55 
 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And why has this happened to me, 
that the mother of my Lord comes to me?  For as soon as I heard the sound of your 
greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.  And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”     And 
Mary exclaimed: 

 
(the assembly sings the Song of Mary) 
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Song of Mary   
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Gloria in Excelsis Deo  Luke 2:1-14 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and [singing]: 

 

(the assembly sings the Song of the Angels)  
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Song of the Angels   

 

 
 
Sermon on the Steps Pastor Alina Gayeuski 
 

The Nunc Dimittis  Luke 2:22-32 
 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Mary and 
Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in 
the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the 
Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, 
“a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him.  It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.  Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary 
under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God: 
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(the assembly sings the Song of Simeon) 
Song of Simeon  

 

 

 

 
Prayers of Intercession* 
 With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and 

all who await God’s day of restoration.   
 

[After each prayer petition:] 
 

 Lord, in your mercy,  
 Hear our prayer. 
 

[The prayers conclude:] 
 

Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your 
great and everlasting mercy 
Amen. 
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Peace* 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

[The people greet one another with “Peace be with you” and a sign of Christ’s peace.] 
 
 

Meal 
 
Offering 
[Use pew envelopes or scan code to give online] 
 
 
Musical Offering           Lully, Lullay, Thou Tiny Child     setting, Teresa Wilhelmi 
 
 

What Child is This?                                                                                   Hymn 296, vs. 1 & 3 
 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!  

 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 

  joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 



December 29, 2024 14 10:00 am 

Offering Prayer* 
 Let us pray. God our provider,  

by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. Receive and 
bless these gifts of your own bounty. Let them be a sign of your steadfast 
love and faithfulness for all people, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 

Great Thanksgiving* 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their  
unending hymn: 

    (Sung to the tune Good King Wenceslas) 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, praise to you be given. 
  All your glory fills the earth, and it fills the heavens. 
 Blessed is the King who came bringing love divine. 
  Blessed is the King who comes in the bread and wine. 
 
 Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word brought 

light into the world. In the fullness of time, . . . 
 

. . .With thanksgiving we take this bread and this cup and proclaim the mystery  
of faith. 

 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
 All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power 

of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer* 
 With the confidence of the children of God, let us pray: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 As we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

Communion 
 God fills the hungry with good things. Come with joy to the feast.  
 Thanks be to God! 
 

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers 
direct you forward: 
 
1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution) 
2. Dip the bread in one of the chalices  

• White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor 
• Red wine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor 

 
 Children and those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.   
 Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.  
 
 

The assembly sings the following during communion: 
 

                                                          (Sung to the tune Once in Royal David’s City) 
 Lamb of God, the world’s Redeemer, mercy to your people give.  
 Lamb of God, the word’s Redeemer, may we in your mercy live.   
 Lamb of God, we all implore:  Grant us peace forevermore. 
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Communion Song            He Came Down                Hymn 253 

 
Table Blessing* 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 

 Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion*  
Let us pray. Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have 
feasted again on your endless love. Let that love overflow more and more in our 
lives, that we may be messengers to prepare your way, harvesters of justice and 
righteousness, and bearers of your eternal Word, our Savior Jesus Christ.   
Amen. 
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Sending 
 
Blessing* 
 The God of hope, through Christ our peace, in the power of the Holy Spirit, + 

bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
Sending Song*            Angels, From the Realms of Glory        Hymn 275 
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Dismissal* 
 Called by Christ, 
 We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith. 
 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.    
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude              Noel Nouvelet              arr. Dale Wood 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Today’s Worship Team 
relcmedia.org/worshipteam 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com, copyright 2024, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #34013.  Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in Christ in the United States of America.  
Used by permission.  All rights reserved. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration, Text and Music: Marty Haugen; 
©1990, GIA Publications, Inc.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723332. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this 
service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-723332. All rights reserved. Go Tell it On the Mountain ©1991 
Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP).  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Angels, From the Realms of Glory are part of the 
public domain.  Song of Zechariah Text ©1989 Hope Publishing Company.  All rights reserved. Lully, Lullay, Thou Tiny Child     
setting, Teresa Wilhelmi ©2002 Leatherman Music Services. Noel Nouvelet ©2024 Hal Leonard LLC. 
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Welcome to Reformation!  
 

Called by Christ we invite all people, celebrating the diversity of God’s creation.  
Reformation is an affirming congregation for all: rejoicing with the young and old, 
welcoming people of all sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, 
working to cultivate an accessible and inclusive community for all abilities, and 
embracing all races, cultures, and faith traditions. 
 
We serve our neighbors following the teachings of Christ. Reformation responds 
to the needs of the most vulnerable - providing nourishment and comfort, 
supporting the work of the local and global church, and protecting God’s creation 
for future generations. 
 
We build a living faith emboldened by the Holy Spirit. Reformation embodies the 
unconditional love of God through worshiping and learning together and valuing 
the gifts of everyone. To create the fullness of our community of faith, we nurture 
relationships, pursue racial equity and gender justice, and advocate for the 
wellbeing of the marginalized. 
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The Rev. Dr. Alina S. Gayeuski, Lead Pastor   PastorAlina@relcmedia.org 
      ext. 109 
 
The Rev. Eileen Ruppel-Doan, Pastor    PastorEileen@relcmedia.org 

ext. 108 
 

Christine Corson, Senior Administrative Assistant   ccorson@relcmedia.org 
ext. 112 

 
Andrea Menta, Administrative Assistant    amenta@relcmedia.org 

ext. 110 
 

Valerie Rozek, Director of Music                                         varozek@relcmedia.org 
440-478-8163 

 
Erik Flaten, Director of Contemporary Music           erik.flaten@relcmedia.org 

509-528-8979 
 

Debbie Conley, Council President    president@relcmedia.org 
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