
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
May 4, 2025 | 8:30 am 
Third Sunday of Easter 



 

 

Welcome to Reformation! 

Called by Christ, we INVITE all people, SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith. 
 
Welcome! First time visitors are invited to stop by our welcome center in the lobby. 
All are invited to check in with us using the friendship pads in your row or online at 
relcmedia.org/hello.  
 
Land Acknowledgement – Reformation is located on the original and ancestral homelands 
of the Lenapehoking (Lenni-Lenape) people, and we give thanks for their presence here 
since time immemorial. We recognize and honor all of our Indigenous siblings who have 
and continue to call this land their home.  
 
Children in worship are a blessing. We invite our smallest members to sit toward the front 
where it is easiest for them to see and hear worship and to join the pastors for the Sermon 
on the Steps. A Pray Ground space is available during worship at the back of the sanctuary. 
Worship Bags can be filled at the Pray Ground and taken to your seat. A professionally 
staffed nursery is available for children from birth to age 4. Worship is livestreamed to the 
nursery as well as to the lobby. A family restroom is located on the lower level.  
 
All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers direct 
you forward: 

 
1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution) 
2. Dip the bread in one of the chalices  

• White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor 
• Red wine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor 

 
 Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.   
 Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.  
 
Our Prayer List can be found at relcmedia.org/virtualchurch. To make your prayer request 
known, please call or email the church office at 610-891-0600, rlc@relcmedia.org. 
 
 

Williams Personal PA Receivers are available for use by the hearing impaired. 
 

Large print bulletins are available from an usher. 



 

May 4, 2025                                                                                                 3  8:30 am 

Gathering 
*Please stand as you are able      Congregational responses are indicated in bold   
 

Prelude                       In the Bulb There is a Fower setting, James Biery 
  

Welcome and Announcements  
     Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
     Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  

Thanksgiving for Baptism* 
[All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins.] 
  

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
  

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and 
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
  

[The assembly remembers their baptism as water is poured into the font.  Worshipers may 
touch the water as a reminder of their baptism when they approach the altar to receive Holy 
Communion or when they leave the service.] 
  

We give you thanks, holy and gracious God, for you created the waters of the earth: 
wide oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes, mighty rivers. 
We thank you, O God. 
  

You led your people through the sea and called them to life in covenant with you. 
Your Son was baptized in the river Jordan to begin his mission among us. You pour 
out your Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. 
We praise you, O God. 
  

Through this water remind us of the gift of baptism. Wash away all the sin within us, 
and renew us in your promise so that we may serve this world in all its need; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Song*                  This Joyful Eastertide Hymn 391  
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Greeting* 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day* 
 Let us pray. Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints 

we laud your majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself 
to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
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Word 
 
First Reading                                                                                                           Acts 9:1-6 [7-20] 
 A reading from Acts. 
  

1 Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to 
the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if 
he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound 
to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a 
light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice 
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He asked, “Who are you, 
Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up and 
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” [7 The men who were 
traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no 
one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see 
nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 For three 
days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 10 Now there was a disciple in 
Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He 
answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street 
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At 
this moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias 
come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias 
answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has 
done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests 
to bind all who invoke your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an 
instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and 
before the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how much he must suffer for 
the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands 
on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way 
here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight 
was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he 
regained his strength.For several days he was with the disciples in 
Damascus, 20 and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, 
saying, “He is the Son of God.”] 
 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading                Revelation 5:11-14 
 A reading from Revelation. 
 

11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and 
the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands, 12 singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and 
glory and blessing!” 13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing, “To the one seated on the 
throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and 
ever!” 14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and 
worshiped. 
 

  The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation* 
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Gospel*                              John 21:1-19 

The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

1 After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to the 
disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered there 
together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 
sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am 
going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the 
boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; 
but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you 
have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to 
the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not 
able to haul it in because there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said 
to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some 
clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in 
the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a 
hundred yards off. 9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with 
fish on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just 
caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a 
hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not 
torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples 
dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and 
took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the 
third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the 
dead. 15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 A second time he said to him, “Simon son 
of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus 
said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do 
you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” 
And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to 
him, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten 
your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch 
out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you 
do not wish to go.” 19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify 
God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon on the Steps                    

Sermon Pastor Eileen Ruppel-Doan 
 
Hymn of the Day*               The Church of Christ in Every Age  Hymn 729 
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Nicene Creed*  
 With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
  of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  
and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession* 
 Let us rejoice in the risen life of Christ and pray for the church, the world, and all 

who are in need.   
 

[After each prayer petition:] 
 

 Lord, in your mercy,  
 Hear our prayer. 
 

[The prayers conclude:] 
 

Joining our voices with your faithful ones in every time and place, we offer our 
prayers in the name of the Risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
Peace* 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

[The people greet one another with “Peace be with you” and a sign of Christ’s peace.] 
 
 

Meal 
 
Offering 
[Use pew envelopes or scan code to give online] 
 
  

Musical Offering                How Shall I Sing That Majesty   Text: John Mason 
                                                                   Music: Kenneth Naylor 
           Chancel Choir 
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Setting the Table* 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Prayer*  

 Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God,  
  ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you 

have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready 
to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen.  
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Great Thanksgiving* 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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Holy God, you alone are holy … with every breath.  
We praise you, O God.  

 
Generations bless your faithfulness … into the future.  
We bless you, O God.  

 
We give you thanks for your dear Son … with us now.  
We thank you, O God.  

 
In the night … we proclaim the mystery of faith.  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 
We pray for the gift of your spirit … in your church, without end.  
Amen.  
 

Lord’s Prayer* 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever.  Amen. 
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Communion 
 This is the feast of victory for our God!  

Alleluia! Thanks be to God!  
 

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers 
direct you forward: 
 
1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution) 
2. Dip the bread in one of the chalices  

• White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor 
• Red wine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor 

 
 Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.   
 Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.  
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[The assembly sings the following during communion:]    

Lamb of God  
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Communion Song             Here is Bread                Hymn 483 

 

1 Here is bread, here is wine, Christ is with us, he is with us. 
Break the bread, taste the wine, Christ is with us here. 

 
Refrain  

In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever. 
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here. 

 
2    Here is grace, here is peace, Christ is with us, he is with us. 

Know the grace, find his peace, feast on Jesus here. 
 
3    Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us, he is with us. 

We’ll proclaim till he comes Jesus crucified. 
 
Table Blessing* 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 

 Amen. 
  

Prayer after Communion*  
Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection 
you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of 
heaven to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection 
that we may show your glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
risen Lord.     

 Amen. 
 
Sending of Communion*  

Let us pray. Eternal God, whose glory is revealed in the crucified and risen Lord, 
bless those who go forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are 
homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom we 
bring this communion in the body and blood of your Son, that we may all feast 
upon your abundant love made known in Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
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Sending 
  

Blessing* 
 The God of life, who raised Jesus from the dead, who sends forth the Spirit to 

renew the face of the earth, be merciful to you and + bless you, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
Sending Song*             You Servants of God Hymn 825 
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Dismissal* 
 Called by Christ, 
 We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith. 
 

Go in peace. Share the good news!  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude     A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing      Paul Manz 
 
 

Today’s Worship Team 
relcmedia.org/worshipteam 
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Welcome to Reformation!  
 

Called by Christ we invite all people, celebrating the diversity of God’s creation.  Reformation 
is an affirming congregation for all: rejoicing with the young and old, welcoming people of all 
sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, working to cultivate an accessible and 
inclusive community for all abilities, and embracing all races, cultures, and faith traditions. 
 

We serve our neighbors following the teachings of Christ. Reformation responds to the needs 
of the most vulnerable - providing nourishment and comfort, supporting the work of the local 
and global church, and protecting God’s creation for future generations. 
 

We build a living faith emboldened by the Holy Spirit. Reformation embodies the 
unconditional love of God through worshiping and learning together and valuing the gifts of 
everyone. To create the fullness of our community of faith, we nurture relationships, pursue 
racial equity and gender justice, and advocate for the wellbeing of the marginalized. 
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      ext. 109 
 
The Rev. Eileen Ruppel-Doan, Pastor    PastorEileen@relcmedia.org 
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ext. 120 
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ext. 112 
 

Andrea Menta, Administrative Assistant    amenta@relcmedia.org 
ext. 110 

 
Valerie Rozek, Director of Music                                         varozek@relcmedia.org 

440-478-8163 
 

Erik Flaten, Director of Contemporary Music           erik.flaten@relcmedia.org 
509-528-8979 

 
Debbie Conley, Council President    president@relcmedia.org 
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