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Epiphany of Our Lord



Welcome to Reformation!
Called by Christ, we INVITE all people, SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith.
Welcome! First time visitors are invited to stop by our welcome center in the lobby.

All are invited to check in with us using the friendship pads in your row or online at
relcmedia.org/hello.

Land Acknowledgement — Reformation is located on the original and ancestral homelands
of the Lenapehoking (Lenni-Lenape) people, and we give thanks for their presence here
since time immemorial. We recognize and honor all of our Indigenous siblings who have
and continue to call this land their home.

Children in worship are a blessing. We invite our smallest members to sit toward the front
where it is easiest for them to see and hear worship and to join the pastors for the Sermon
on the Steps. A Pray Ground space is available during worship at the back of the sanctuary.
Worship Bags can be filled at the Pray Ground and taken to your seat. A professionally
staffed nursery is available for children from birth to age 4. Worship is livestreamed to the
nursery as well as to the lobby. A family restroom is located on the lower level.

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers direct
you forward:

1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution)
2. Dipthe bread in one of the chalices
o White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor
o Redwine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.

Our Prayer List can be found at relcmedia.org/virtualchurch. To make your prayer request
known, please call or email the church office at 610-891-0600, rlc@relcmedia.org.

Worship is livestreamed and recorded. If you do not wish to be on camera, please sitin
the balcony or speak to a pastor.

Williams Personal PA Receivers are available for use by the hearing impaired.

Large print bulletins are available from an usher.



Gathering

*Please stand as you are able Congregational responses are indicated in bold

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24)

Confession and Forgiveness*
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who stretches out the heavens, who
sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and things left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of
your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The boundless riches of Christ are the gift of God’s grace to all people. As a
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Gathering Song* Hail to the Lord’s Anointed Hymn 311
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Greeting*

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day*

Let us pray. O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the
leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and
bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Word

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6
A reading from Isaiah.

" Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will
arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. * Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn. # Lift up your eyes and look around; they all
gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your
daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. ® Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought
to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. ¢ A multitude of camels shall
cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading Ephesians 3:1-12
Areading from Ephesians.

"This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
Gentiles—2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that
was given me for you, ®and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as
| wrote above in a few words, 4 a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. ®In former generations this mystery was not
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: ® that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of
the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of
this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given me by the working of his power. 8 Although | am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches
of Christ, ®and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages
in God who created all things; '° so that through the church the wisdom of God in its
rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. "' This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in
Christ Jesus our Lord, '?in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence
through faith in him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation*
[The assembly stands to welcome the gospel as it is brought forward in procession.]
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.
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Gospel* Matthew 2:1-12
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory toyou, O Lord.

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.” *When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; 4 and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. ®* They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea;
for so it has been written by the prophet: ¢ ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.”” ” Then Herod secretly called for the wise
men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then he
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when
you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him

homage.” ° When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where
the child was. " When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed
with joy. " On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 2 And having been warned in a dream not
to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon on the Steps Litany for a Star

Leader: A long time ago in a little village far away from here, a star shone bright.
This star was so bright that shepherds from all over the land stopped what they
were doing. They looked up at the star and sang,

People: “Twinkle, twinkle little star. How | wonder what you are.”

Leader: The animals, too, were taken back with wonder. As they looked up at the
night sky, they noticed a star shining brighter than ever before.

People: Twinkle, twinkle little star. How | wonder what you are.

Leader: For that star gave the message that hope had come, for that night in
Bethlehem, a child was born. The messiah! The Prince of Peace!

People: Twinkle, twinkle little star. How | wonder what you are.

Leader: Each night when you put your head on the pillow, look up and you’ll the
stars shining bright reminding you just how much God loves you.

People: Twinkle, twinkle little star. How | wonder what you are. Up above the
world so high, like a diamond in the sky. Twinkle, twinkle little star. How |
wonder what you are.

Sermon Pastor Eileen Ruppel-Doan
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Hymn of the Day* As with Gladness Men of Old Hymn 302
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1 As with glad-ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low-ly bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho -ly Je - sus, ev-’ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav’'n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at last
thou its light, its joy, its crown,thou its  sun which goes not down;
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so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er-more be led by thee.
SO may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea- sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav'n-ly king.
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our Kking.
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Apostles’ Creed*

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession*

As God’s beloved children, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

[After each prayer petition:]

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

[The prayers conclude:]

We commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and
eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Peace*

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

[The people greet one another with “Peace be with you” and a sign of Christ’s peace.]
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Meal

Offering
[Use pew envelopes or scan code to give online]

Musical Offering Chancel Choir

Setting the Table*
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Offering Prayer*

Let us pray. Merciful God,

receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our possessions.
Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your justice
and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving*

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy . .. we praise your name and join their
unending hymn
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.
Blessed are you, . .. both now and forever.

Lord’s Prayer*

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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Communion

The gifts of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God!

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers

direct you forward:

1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution)
2. Dipthe bread in one of the chalices

e White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor

e Redwine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.

[The assembly sings the following during communion:]

Lamb of God
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Communion Song Here is Bread Hymn 483

1 Hereis bread, here is wine, Christ is with us, he is with us.
Break the bread, taste the wine, Christis with us here.

Refrain
In this bread there is healing, in this cup is life forever.
In this moment, by the Spirit, Christ is with us here.

2 Hereis grace, here is peace, Christis with us, he is with us.
Know the grace, find his peace, feast on Jesus here.

3 Here we are, joined in one, Christis with us, he is with us.
We’ll proclaim till he comes Jesus crucified.

Table Blessing*

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion*
Let us pray. Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal,
nourishing us with the gift of salvation. Now send us forth in peace, that we may
testify to your goodness and share the hope thatis ours in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sending of Communion*
Let us pray. Faithful God, you have called us into the communion of Christ.
Strengthen us to be bearers of your light to all the ends of the earth, that we may
be servants in whom you are glorified. Especially uphold those who will receive
this bread and wine, so that they may know that you have taken them by the
hand and kept them through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Sending

Blessing*
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
Sending Song* Rise, Shine, You People! Hymn 665
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2 See how he sends the pow'rs of e - vil reel - ing;
3 Come, cel - e - brate; your ban - ners high wun - furl - ing,
4 Tell how the Fa - ther sent the Son to save us.
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us, by death and sin sur-round-ed, with grace un - bound-ed.
wom - en, who by guilt are driv - en, now are for - giv - en.
world go out and tell the sto - ry of Je-sus’ glo - ry.
Spir - it calls from ev-'ry na - tion God’s new cre - a - tion.
January 4, 2026 17 8:30 am



Dismissal*
Called by Christ,
We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith.

Goin peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Today’s Worship Team
relcmedia.org/worshipteam

Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com, copyright 2026, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #34013. Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible,
copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Eucharist setting Now the Feast and Celebration, Text and Music: Marty Haugen;
©1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OnelLicense.net #A-723332. Permission to podcast / stream the music in this
service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-723332. All rights reserved. Hail to the Lord’s Anointed and As with
Gladness Men of Old are part of the public domain. From All Creation Sings. Here is Bread Text and Music ©1991 Make Way
Music, admin. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Rise, Shine You People! Text and
Music ©1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



Welcome to Reformation!

Called by Christ we invite all people, celebrating the diversity of God’s creation.
Reformation is an affirming congregation for all: rejoicing with the young and old,
welcoming people of all sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions,
working to cultivate an accessible and inclusive community for all abilities, and
embracing all races, cultures, and faith traditions.

We serve our neighbors following the teachings of Christ. Reformation responds
to the needs of the most vulnerable - providing nourishment and comfort,
supporting the work of the local and global church, and protecting God’s creation
for future generations.

We build a living faith emboldened by the Holy Spirit. Reformation embodies the
unconditional love of God through worshiping and learning together and valuing
the gifts of everyone. To create the fullness of our community of faith, we nurture
relationships, pursue racial equity and gender justice, and advocate for the
wellbeing of the marginalized.
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The Rev. Dr. Alina S. Gayeuski, Lead Pastor

The Rev. Eileen Ruppel-Doan, Pastor

Vicar Megan Eppleman, Seminarian

Christine Corson, Operations Manager

Andrea Menta, Administrative Assistant

Erik Flaten, Director of Music Ministry

John Grantland, Council President

PastorAlina@relcmedia.org
ext. 109

PastorEileen@relcmedia.org
ext. 108

VicarMegan@relcmedia.org
ccorson@relcmedia.org
ext. 112

amenta@relcmedia.org
ext. 110

erik.flaten@relcmedia.org
509-528-8979

president@relcmedia.org

102 West Rose Tree Road, Media PA 19063 | 610-891-0600 | relcmedia.org

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am - 3:30pm; Friday, CLOSED



