Reformation Lutheran Church
February 1, 2026 | 8:30 am
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany



Welcome to Reformation!
Called by Christ, we INVITE all people, SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith.
Welcome! First time visitors are invited to stop by our welcome center in the lobby.

All are invited to check in with us using the friendship pads in your row or online at
relcmedia.org/hello.

Land Acknowledgement — Reformation is located on the original and ancestral homelands
of the Lenapehoking (Lenni-Lenape) people, and we give thanks for their presence here
since time immemorial. We recognize and honor all of our Indigenous siblings who have
and continue to call this land their home.

Children in worship are a blessing. We invite our smallest members to sit toward the front
where it is easiest for them to see and hear worship and to join the pastors for the Sermon
on the Steps. A Pray Ground space is available during worship at the back of the sanctuary.
Worship Bags can be filled at the Pray Ground and taken to your seat. A professionally
staffed nursery is available for children from birth to age 4. Worship is livestreamed to the
nursery as well as to the lobby. A family restroom is located on the lower level.

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers direct
you forward:

1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution)
2. Dipthe breadinone of the chalices
e White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor
e Redwineis held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.

Our Prayer List can be found at relcmedia.org/virtualchurch. To make your prayer request
known, please call or email the church office at 610-891-0600, rlc@relcmedia.org.

Worship is livestreamed and recorded. If you do not wish to be on camera, please sit in
the balcony or speak to a pastor.

Williams Personal PA Receivers are available for use by the hearing impaired.

Large print bulletins are available from an usher.



Gathering

*Please stand as you are able Congregational responses are indicated in bold

Prelude Impromptu No. 3 in G-Flat Major, Op. 90 Schubert

Welcome and Announcements

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24)

Confession and Forgiveness*
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who stretches out the heavens, who
sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and things left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of
your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The boundless riches of Christ are the gift of God’s grace to all people. As a
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Hymn of the Day* God of Many Faces SHO
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Greeting*
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day*

Let us pray. Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom
to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice,
and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world
may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word

First Reading Micah 6:1-8
Areading from Micah.

"Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the
hills hear your voice. ? Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord, and you enduring
foundations of the earth, for the Lord has a case against his people, and he will
contend with Israel. ® “O my people, what have | done to you? In what have | wearied
you? Answer me! # For | brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you
from the house of slavery, and | sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my
people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the
saving acts of the Lord.” ® “With what shall | come before the Lord and bow myself
before God on high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year
old? “Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers
of 0il? Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of
my soul?” ® He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require
of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
A reading from First Corinthians.

'8 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God. '® For it is written, “l will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.” 2 Where is
the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2" For since, in the wisdom of God, the
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of
the proclamation, to save those who believe. ?* For Jews ask for signs and Greeks
desire wisdom, 2% but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to gentiles, ?* but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. % For God’s foolishness is wiser
than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’ But God chose
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world
to shame the strong; 22 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that
are not, to abolish things that are, ?° so that no one might boast in the presence of
God. *°In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom
from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 3" in order that, as it
is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation*
[The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.]
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.
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Gospel* Matthew 5:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory toyou, O Lord.

"When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: * “Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. * “Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted. ® “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth. ® “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled. ’ “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. & “Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they will see God. ° “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God. "° “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ' “Blessed are you when people
revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my
account. 2 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon on the Steps

Sermon
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Hymn of the Day* Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word Hymn 517
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and lead us out of death to life.

Apostles’ Creed*
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession*

As God’s beloved children, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation.

[After each prayer petition:]

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

[The prayers conclude:]

We commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and
eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Peace*

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

[The people greet one another with “Peace be with you” and a sign of Christ’s peace.]

Meal

Offering
[Use pew envelopes or scan code to give online]

Musical Offering O Lord Most Holy Jay Althouse
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Setting the Table*
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Offering Prayer*

Let us pray. Merciful God,
receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our possessions.

Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your justice

and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving*

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy . .. we praise your name and join their
unending hymn
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Blessed areyou, ... both now and forever.
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Lord’s Prayer*
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Communion
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers
direct you forward:

1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution)
2. Dipthe breadinone of the chalices
e White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor
e Redwineis held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.
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[The assembly sings the following during communion:]

Lamb of God
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Communion Song Jesus, You Have Truly Called Us SHO
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Table Blessing*

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion*
Let us pray. Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal,
nourishing us with the gift of salvation. Now send us forth in peace, that we may
testify to your goodness and share the hope that is ours in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sending of Communion*
Let us pray. Faithful God, you have called us into the communion of Christ.
Strengthen us to be bearers of your light to all the ends of the earth, that we may
be servants in whom you are glorified. Especially uphold those who will receive
this bread and wine, so that they may know that you have taken them by the
hand and kept them through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sending

Blessing*
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
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Sending Song* Go, My Children, with My Blessing Hymn 543
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1 “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.

2 “Go, my chil -dren, sins  for-giv-en, at peace and pure.

3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me.
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Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.”
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Dismissal*
Called by Christ,
We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith.

Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Go, My Children, with My Blessing arr. Flaten

Today’s Worship Team
relcmedia.org/worshipteam

Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com, copyright 2026, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #34013. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version
Updated Edition, Deuterocanonical/Apocryphal Books of the Old Testament. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Eucharist setting Now the Feast
and Celebration, Text and Music: Marty Haugen; ©1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OnelLicense.net #A-723332.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-723332. All rights
reserved. God of Many Faces ©2019 Amy Cerniglia. Harmonization ©1989 Hope Publishing Co. Used with permission. Lord,
Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word is part of the public domain. O Lord Most Holy ©1995 Alfred Publishing Co. Jesus, You Have
Truly Called Us Words and Music Arr. ©2019 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Go, My
Children, with My Blessing Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.



Welcome to Reformation!

Called by Christ we invite all people, celebrating the diversity of God’s creation.
Reformation is an affirming congregation for all: rejoicing with the young and old,
welcoming people of all sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions,
working to cultivate an accessible and inclusive community for all abilities, and
embracing all races, cultures, and faith traditions.

We serve our neighbors following the teachings of Christ. Reformation responds
to the needs of the most vulnerable - providing nourishment and comfort,
supporting the work of the local and global church, and protecting God’s creation
for future generations.

We build a living faith emboldened by the Holy Spirit. Reformation embodies the
unconditional love of God through worshiping and learning together and valuing
the gifts of everyone. To create the fullness of our community of faith, we nurture
relationships, pursue racial equity and gender justice, and advocate for the
wellbeing of the marginalized.
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