
 

 
 

 
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Reformation Lutheran Church 
February 22, 2026 | 8:30 am 

First Sunday in Lent 

 
 
 



 

Welcome to Reformation! 

Called by Christ, we INVITE all people, SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith. 
 
Welcome! First time visitors are invited to stop by our welcome center in the lobby. 
All are invited to check in with us using the friendship pads in your row or online at 
relcmedia.org/hello.  
 
Land Acknowledgement – Reformation is located on the original and ancestral homelands 
of the Lenapehoking (Lenni-Lenape) people, and we give thanks for their presence here 
since time immemorial. We recognize and honor all of our Indigenous siblings who have 
and continue to call this land their home.  
 
Children in worship are a blessing. We invite our smallest members to sit toward the front 
where it is easiest for them to see and hear worship and to join the pastors for the Sermon 
on the Steps. A Pray Ground space is available during worship at the back of the sanctuary. 
Worship Bags can be filled at the Pray Ground and taken to your seat. A professionally 
staffed nursery is available for children from birth to age 4. Worship is livestreamed to the 
nursery as well as to the lobby. A family restroom is located on the lower level.  
 
All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers direct 
you forward: 

 
1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution) 
2. Dip the bread in one of the chalices  

• White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor 
• Red wine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor 

 
 Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.   
 Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.  
 
Our Prayer List can be found at relcmedia.org/virtualchurch. To make your prayer request 
known, please call or email the church office at 610-891-0600, rlc@relcmedia.org. 
 
Worship is livestreamed and recorded. If you do not wish to be on camera, please sit in 
the balcony or speak to a pastor. 
 

Williams Personal PA Receivers are available for use by the hearing impaired. 
 

Large print bulletins are available from an usher. 
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Worship Reflections and Drawing Space 
This space is for everyone to make notes, ask questions, doodle, and offer insights or ideas.  
Feel free to tear out this page to take with you. All quotes and breath prayers are from  
Black Liturgies: Prayers, Poems and Meditations for Staying Human by Cole Arthur Riley. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

     INHALE: Lord, transform my hungers.  
EXHALE: Let my desires be for justice. 
 

 

Quote to Consider: 
Breath Prayer  

by Cole Arthur Riley: 
 I would hurl words into this darkness 
and wait for an echo, and if an echo 

sounded, no matter how faintly, I would 
send other words to tell, to march, to 
fight, to create a sense of the hunger 

for life that gnaws in us all.  
– Richard Wright 
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Gathering 
*Please stand as you are able      Congregational responses are indicated in bold  
         

Prelude                        Chorale in D  J.S. Bach 
 Lamb of God  T. Paris 
  
Welcome and Announcements  

This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24) 

 
Confession and Forgiveness* 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 
endures forever. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   

[Silence is kept for reflection.] 

Gracious God, 
we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. Forgive us and give us strength 
to turn from sin and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

By water and the Holy Spirit, God gives us a new birth, and through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, + God forgives us all our sins. Almighty God 
strengthen us in all goodness and keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Song*         O Lord, throughout These Forty Days   Hymn 319 

 
 

Greeting* 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
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Prayer of the Day* 
Let us pray. Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages 
within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with 
empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us 
again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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Word 
 
First Reading                                                                                                  Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7   

A reading from Genesis.  
  

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 
it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the 
garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat of it you shall die.” 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any 
other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, 
‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, 
“We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat 
of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you 
shall die.’ ” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, 5 for God knows 
that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it 
was a delight to the eyes and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 
and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 
naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading                                          Romans 5:12-19 

A reading from Romans. 
  

12 Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and 
so death spread to all because all have sinned 13 for sin was indeed in the world 
before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14 Yet death reigned from 
Adam to Moses, even over those who did not sin in the likeness of Adam, who is a 
pattern of the one who was to come. 15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if 
the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of 
God and the gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the 
many. 16 And the gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment 
following one trespass brought condemnation, but the gift following many 
trespasses brings justification. 17 If, because of the one man’s trespass, death 
reigned through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of 
grace and the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus 
Christ. 18 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one 
man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19 For just as through 
the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so through the one man’s 
obedience the many will be made righteous. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation* 
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Gospel*                           Matthew 4:1-11 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

  
1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the devil. 2 He 
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. 3 The tempter 
came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to 
become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 5 Then the 
devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 saying 
to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, ‘He will 
command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so 
that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is 
written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 8 Again, the devil took him to a 
very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory, 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship 
me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels 
came and waited on him. 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon on the Steps      
 

Sermon               
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Hymn of the Day*          A Mighty Fortress is Our God    Hymn 504 
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Baptism 
 

Colin John Pitonyak 
 

 God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope  
through the sacrament of baptism. . . . 
 

[After the candidate is presented for baptism and parents make promises on behalf 
of the candidate for baptism, the assembly is addressed:] 
 

 People of God, do you promise to support these people and pray for them in 
their new life in Christ? 

 We do. 
 

[After the parents and sponsors (on behalf of the candidate for baptism) renounce 
the forces that defy God, the assembly joins them in professing the faith:] 
 

 Do you believe in God the Father? 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit,   

the holy catholic church,   
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,   
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  

 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 
We give you thanks, O God, ... in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen.  

 
[The candidate is baptized with water, receives prayer with the laying on of hands, is 
anointed with oil, and presented with a candle.] 
 

[The assembly welcomes the newly baptized:] 
 

 Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  join  

us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative and 
redeeming word to all the world. 

 
Acclamation       You Belong to Christ (sung by the assembly twice) 
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Prayers of Intercession* 
 Returning to the Lord, our God, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

God’s creation. 
 

[After each prayer petition:] 
 

 Lord, in your mercy,  
 Hear our prayer. 
 

[The prayers conclude:] 
 

Into your hands, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your abundant mercy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Peace* 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 

[The people greet one another with “Peace be with you” and a sign of Christ’s peace.] 
 

Meal 
 
Offering 
[Use pew envelopes or scan code to give online] 
 
  
Musical Offering                        Prayer for Communion H.S. Livingston 
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[Children are invited to join the pastor at the altar.] 
  

Setting the Table* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Offering Prayer* 
 Let us pray. Holy God, 

gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your 
whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger, that all may know 
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Great Thanksgiving* 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join their  
unending hymn:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, . . . .  

 . . . be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
 

Lord’s Prayer* 
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 As we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
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Communion 
 Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers 
direct you forward: 
 
1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution) 
2. Dip the bread in one of the chalices  

• White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor 
• Red wine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor 

 
 Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.   
 Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.  
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[The assembly sings the following during communion:]    

Lamb of God  
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Communion Song                     One Bread, One Body               Hymn 496 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 22, 2026 20 8:30 am 

Table Blessing* 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  
his grace. 

 Amen. 
  

Prayer after Communion*  
Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. 
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our 
alms, a making of peace, and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.    
Amen. 
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Sending 
 

Blessing* 
 Almighty and merciful God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and 

preserve us. 
Amen. 

 
Sending Song*      Jesus, Still Lead On    Hymn 624 

 



  
 

Dismissal* 
 Called by Christ, 
 We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith. 
 

Go in peace. Remember the poor.   
Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude Song C. de Sermisy 
 Stir the Ashes Scott and Kathy Tunseth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s Worship Team 
relcmedia.org/worshipteam 
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Welcome to Reformation!  
 

Called by Christ we invite all people, celebrating the diversity of God’s creation.  Reformation 
is an affirming congregation for all: rejoicing with the young and old, welcoming people of all 
sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, working to cultivate an accessible and 
inclusive community for all abilities, and embracing all races, cultures, and faith traditions. 
 

We serve our neighbors following the teachings of Christ. Reformation responds to the needs 
of the most vulnerable - providing nourishment and comfort, supporting the work of the local 
and global church, and protecting God’s creation for future generations. 
 

We build a living faith emboldened by the Holy Spirit. Reformation embodies the 
unconditional love of God through worshiping and learning together and valuing the gifts of 
everyone. To create the fullness of our community of faith, we nurture relationships, pursue 
racial equity and gender justice, and advocate for the wellbeing of the marginalized. 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Rev. Dr. Alina S. Gayeuski, Lead Pastor   PastorAlina@relcmedia.org 
      ext. 109 
 
The Rev. Eileen Ruppel-Doan, Pastor    PastorEileen@relcmedia.org 

ext. 108 
 

  Vicar Megan Eppleman, Seminarian   VicarMegan@relcmedia.org 
 

 
Christine Corson, Operations Manager    ccorson@relcmedia.org 

ext. 112 
 

Andrea Menta, Administrative Assistant    amenta@relcmedia.org 
ext. 110 

 
Erik Flaten, Director of Music Ministry            erik.flaten@relcmedia.org 

509-528-8979 
 

John Grantland, Council President    president@relcmedia.org 

 
 

102 West Rose Tree Road, Media PA 19063 | 610-891-0600 | relcmedia.org 
 

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am – 3:30pm; Friday, CLOSED 
 

 


