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Sunday

Reformation Lutheran Church
April 19, 2026 | 8:30 am
The Third Sunday of Easter
Eco Sunday



Welcome to Reformation!
Called by Christ, we INVITE all people, SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith.
Welcome! First time visitors are invited to stop by our welcome center in the lobby.

All are invited to check in with us using the friendship pads in your row or online at
relcmedia.org/hello.

Land Acknowledgement — Reformation is located on the original and ancestral homelands
of the Lenapehoking (Lenni-Lenape) people, and we give thanks for their presence here
since time immemorial. We recognize and honor all of our Indigenous siblings who have
and continue to call this land their home.

Children in worship are a blessing. We invite our smallest members to sit toward the front
where it is easiest for them to see and hear worship and to join the pastors for the Sermon
on the Steps. A Pray Ground space is available during worship at the back of the sanctuary.
Worship Bags can be filled at the Pray Ground and taken to your seat. A professionally
staffed nursery is available for children from birth to age 4. Worship is livestreamed to the
nursery as well as to the lobby. A family restroom is located on the lower level.

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers direct
you forward:

1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution)
2. Dipthe bread in one of the chalices
o White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor
o Redwine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.

Our Prayer List can be found at relcmedia.org/virtualchurch. To make your prayer request
known, please call or email the church office at 610-891-0600, rlc@relcmedia.org.

Worship is livestreamed and recorded. If you do not wish to be on camera, please sitin
the balcony or speak to a pastor.

Williams Personal PA Receivers are available for use by the hearing impaired.

Large print bulletins are available from an usher.



Gathering

*Please stand as you are able Congregational responses are indicated in bold

Prelude Prelude in G. Major J.S.Bach

Welcome and Announcements

Alleluia! Christis risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Thanksgiving for Baptism
[All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.]

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

[The assembly remembers their baptism as water is poured into the font. Worshipers may
touch the water as a reminder of their baptism when they approach the altar to receive Holy
Communion or when they leave the service.]

We give you thanks, holy and gracious God, for you created the waters of the
earth: wide oceans, rushing streams, clear lakes, mighty rivers.
We thank you, O God.

You led your people through the sea and called them to life in covenant with
you. Your Son was baptized in the river Jordan to begin his mission among us.
You pour out your Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth.

We praise you, O God.

Through this water remind us of the gift of baptism. Wash away all the sin within
us, and renew us in your promise so that we may serve this world in all its need;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God now and forever.

Amen.
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Gathering Song* Alleluia! Jesus is Risen Hymn 377
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Greeting*

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day*

Let us pray. O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the
breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his
redeeming work, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Word

First Reading Acts 2:14a, 36-41
A reading from Acts.

42 peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the

crowd]: % “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has
made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” ¥ Now when they
heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles,
“What should we do?” * Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. *° For the promise is for you, for your children, and
for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 4° And he
testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves
from this corrupt generation.” #' So those who welcomed his message were
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading

Areading from first Peter.

1 Peter 1:17-23

71f you invoke as Father the one who judges impartially according to each person’s
work, live in fear during the time of your exile. '® You know that you were ransomed
from the futile conduct inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like
silver or gold " but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without
defect or blemish. 2 He was destined before the foundation of the world but was
revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 2" Through him you have come to trust
in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your trust and hope
are in God. 2 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so
that you have genuine mutual affection, love one another deeply from the

heart. 2 You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed,
through the living and enduring word of God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation*
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Gospel* Luke 24:13-35
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory toyou, O Lord.

'S Now on that same day two [disciples] were going to a village called Emmaus,
about seven miles from Jerusalem, ' and talking with each other about all these
things that had happened. '® While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself
came near and went with them, "¢ but their eyes were kept from recognizing

him. ' And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you
walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. '® Then one of them, whose name was
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know
the things that have taken place there in these days?” ' He asked them, “What
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 2° and how our chief priests
and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 2" But we
had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now
the third day since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 2 and when they did not
find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of
angels who said that he was alive. 2 Some of those who were with us went to the
tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” 2 Then he
said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the
prophets have declared! 2 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer
these things and then enter into his glory?” 2’ Then beginning with Moses and all the
prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 2% As
they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were
going on. ?° But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost
evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. ** When he
was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to
them. ¥ Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished
from their sight. *2 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to

us?” ¥ That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the
eleven and their companions gathered together. 3 They were saying, “The Lord has
risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 3 Then they told what had happened
on the road and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon on the Steps

Sermon

K Ruth

Executive Director, Pennsylvania Interfaith Power & Light

Hymn of the Day* Abide, O Dearest Jesus Hymn 539
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1 A - bide, O dear-est Je - sus, a - mong us with your grace,
2 A - bide, O dear Re - deem - er, a - mong us with your word
3 A - bide with heav'n-ly bright - ness a - mong us, pre - cious Light;
4 A - bide with rich - est bless - ings a - mong us, boun-teous Lord;
5 A - bide, O faith-ful Sav - ior, a - mong us with your love;
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that e - vil may not harm us nor we to sin give place.
and thus now and here - af - ter true peace and joy  af - ford.
your truth di - rect and keep us from er - ror’s gloom-y  night.
let us in grace and wis - dom grow dai - ly through your word.
grant stead-fast-ness and help us to reach our home a - bove.
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Nicene Creed*
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession*

Let us rejoice in the risen life of Christ and pray for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

[After each prayer petition:]

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

[The prayers conclude:]

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news
of life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

Peace*

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

[The people greet one another with “Peace be with you” and a sign of Christ’s peace.]
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Meal

Offering
[Use pew envelopes or scan code to give online]

Musical Offering Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds arr. Flaten
Setting the Table*
Refrain
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Offering Prayer*

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God,

ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you
have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready
to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving*

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy . .. we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:
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Holy God, you alone are holy ...

We praise you, O God.
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high - est, ho - san - na in the high - est!

with every breath.

Generations bless your faithfulness ... into the future.

We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son ... with us now.

We thank you, O God.

In the night ... we proclaim the

mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your spirit ... in your church, without end.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer*
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Communion

This is the feast of victory for our God!
Alleluia! Thanks be to God!

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers
direct you forward:

1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution)
2. Dipthe bread in one of the chalices
o White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor
o Redwine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor

Those who do not commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.
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[The assembly sings the following during communion:]

Lamb of God
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Communion Song Here is Bread

Verse 1

Refrain

Verse 2

Verse 3

Here is bread, here is wine,
Christ is with us, he is with us.
Break the bread, taste the wine,
Christ is with us here.

In this bread there is healing,
In this cup is life forever.

In this moment, by the Spirit,
Christ is with us here.

Here is grace, here is peace,
Christ is with us, he is with us.
Know the grace, find his peace,
Feast on Jesus here. (Refrain)

Here we are, joined in one,
Christ is with us, he is with us.
We’ll proclaim till he comes,
Jesus crucified. (Refrain)

Hymn 483

Text and music © 1991 Make Way Music, admin. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere (ASCAP). Allrights reserved.
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Table Blessing*

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion*
Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection
you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of
heaven to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection
that we may show your glory to all the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our
risen Lord. Amen.

Sending

Blessing*
The God of life, who raised Jesus from the dead, who sends forth the Spirit to

renew the face of the earth, be merciful to you and + bless you, now and forever.
Amen.
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Sending Song* Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen Hymn 548
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God, the won - der of our days.
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Spir it, grace by whom we live.
Rise, (e} church, a liv - ing faith.
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Dismissal*
Called by Christ,
We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith.

Go in peace. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen arr. Flaten

Today’s Worship Team
relcmedia.org/worshipteam

Welcome to Reformation!

Called by Christ we invite all people, celebrating the diversity of God’s creation. Reformation
is an affirming congregation for all: rejoicing with the young and old, welcoming people of all
sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, working to cultivate an accessible and
inclusive community for all abilities, and embracing all races, cultures, and faith traditions.

We serve our neighbors following the teachings of Christ. Reformation responds to the needs
of the most vulnerable - providing nourishment and comfort, supporting the work of the local
and global church, and protecting God’s creation for future generations.

We build a living faith emboldened by the Holy Spirit. Reformation embodies the
unconditional love of God through worshiping and learning together and valuing the gifts of
everyone. To create the fullness of our community of faith, we nurture relationships, pursue
racial equity and gender justice, and advocate for the wellbeing of the marginalized.

Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com, copyright 2026, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #34013. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version
Updated Edition, Deuterocanonical/Apocryphal Books of the Old Testament. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Eucharist setting Now the Feast
and Celebration, Text and Music: Marty Haugen; ©1990, GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-723332.
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-723332. All rights
reserved. Prelude in G Major is part of the public domain. Alleluia! Jesus is Risen Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress

Music © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Abide, O Dearest Jesus is part of the public domain. Now
All the Vault of Heaven Resounds is part of the public domain. Here is Bread Text and music © 1991 Make Way Music, admin.
by Music Services in the Western Hemisphere (ASCAP). All rights reserved. Rise, O Church, Like Christ Arisen Text © 1997
Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress Music © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.
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The Rev. Dr. Alina S. Gayeuski, Lead Pastor

The Rev. Eileen Ruppel-Doan, Pastor

Vicar Megan Eppleman, Seminarian

Christine Corson, Operations Manager

Andrea Menta, Administrative Assistant

Erik Flaten, Director of Music Ministry

John Grantland, Council President

PastorAlina@relcmedia.org
ext. 109

PastorEileen@relcmedia.org
ext. 108

VicarMegan@relcmedia.org
ccorson@relcmedia.org
ext. 112

amenta@relcmedia.org
ext. 110

erik.flaten@relcmedia.org
509-528-8979

president@relcmedia.org

102 West Rose Tree Road, Media PA 19063 | 610-891-0600 | relcmedia.org

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am - 3:30pm; Friday, CLOSED



