Reformation Lutheran Church
September 27,2026 | 8:30 am
Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost



Welcome to Reformation!
Called by Christ, we INVITE all people, SERVE our neighbors, and BUILD a living faith.
Welcome! First time visitors are invited to stop by our welcome center in the lobby.

All are invited to check in with us using the friendship pads in your row or online at
relcmedia.org/hello.

Land Acknowledgement — Reformation is located on the original and ancestral homelands
of the Lenapehoking (Lenni-Lenape) people, and we give thanks for their presence here
since time immemorial. We recognize and honor all of our Indigenous siblings who have
and continue to call this land their home.

Children in worship are a blessing. We invite our smallest members to sit toward the front
where it is easiest for them to see and hear worship and to join the pastors for the Sermon
on the Steps. A Pray Ground space is available during worship at the back of the sanctuary.
Worship Bags can be filled at the Pray Ground and taken to your seat. A professionally
staffed nursery is available for children from birth to age 4. Worship is livestreamed to the
nursery as well as to the lobby. A family restroom is located on the lower level.

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers direct
you forward:

1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution)
2. Dipthe bread in one of the chalices
o White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor
o Redwine is held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor

Those who do hot commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.

Our Prayer List can be found at relcmedia.org/virtualchurch. To make your prayer request
known, please call or email the church office at 610-891-0600, rlc@relcmedia.org.

Worship is livestreamed and recorded. If you do not wish to be on camera, please sitin
the balcony or speak to a pastor.

Williams Personal PA Receivers are available for use by the hearing impaired.

Large print bulletins are available from an usher.



Gathering

*Please stand as you are able Congregational responses are indicated in bold

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

This is the day that the Lord has made.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24)

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

[Silence is kept for reflection.]

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Reform us to be a church empowered
by your love, acting for justice and seeking the healing of your whole
creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

September 27, 2026 3 8:30 am



Gathering Song* Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty Hymn 533
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Oh, how bless-ed is  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!

To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, Ilet it be thy tem-ple now!

so that all 1 hear may be fruit - ful un - to life in me.

as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.

Here of life the foun- tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.

Greeting*

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day*
Let us pray. God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us
your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide
us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Word

First Reading Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Areading from Ezekiel.

'The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the
children’s teeth are set on edge”? 2 As | live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no
more be used by you in Israel. * Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as
well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die. % Yet
you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 2 When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they
have committed, they shall die. #” Again, when the wicked turn away from the
wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save
their life. 22 Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions
that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. # Yet the house of
Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is
it not your ways that are unfair? * Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of
you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. * Cast away from you all the
transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart
and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? * For | have no pleasure in the
death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading Philippians 2:1-13
A reading from Philippians.

I, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in
the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. ® Do nothing
from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. * Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of
others. °Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, ® who, though he
existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be
grasped, ’ but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human, ® he humbled himself and became
obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. ° Therefore God exalted him
even more highly and gave him the name that is above every other name, '° so that at
the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, ' and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father. "> Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not
only in my presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation
with fear and trembling, "*for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will
and to work for his good pleasure.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation*
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Gospel* Matthew 21:23-32
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory toyou, O Lord.

ZWhen [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?” ?* Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you
one question; if you tell me the answer, then | will also tell you by what authority | do
these things. ?° Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to
us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are
afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 2’ So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority |
am doing these things. 28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the
first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 2 He answered, ‘I will not,’
but later he changed his mind and went. 3° The father went to the second and said
the same, and he answered, ‘| go, sir,” but he did not go. 3" Which of the two did the
will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly | tell you, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For
John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not
change your minds and believe him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon on the Steps

Sermon Deacon Ali Clark
KenCrest Faith Engagement & Outreach Coordinator
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Hymn of the Day* God of Grace and God of Glory Hymn 705
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lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv - ing you whomwe a - dore, serv-ing you whom we a - dore.
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Apostles’ Creed*

With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession*

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident
that God hears us.

[After each prayer petition:]

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

[The prayers conclude:]

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Peace*

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
[The people greet one another with “Peace be with you” and a sign of Christ’s peace.]

Mission Moment
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Meal

Offering
[Use pew envelopes or scan code to give online]

Musical Offering Be Thou My Vision arr. Dan Forrest

Setting the Table*

Refrain

[,./

!

As the grains of wheat once scat-tered on the hill were

N4 H — —
oy = — = |
o ! e [ |
@—‘.) == s =

gath-ered in - to one to be - come our bread;

pbh, — =
Ty
i N
w q ) 1
) 7 R

D) 4
so may all your peo-ple from all the ends of earth be

H 4 [r—
I |

P

gath - ered in - to one in you.

Offering Prayer*

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your creation. By
these gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one another and all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Great Thanksgiving*

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy. .. we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:
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Blessed are you, ... as he comes to us in his holy supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
In the night. .. remembrance of me.

September 27, 2026 12

8:30 am



Lord’s Prayer*

Joining our hearts and voices, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Communion

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
Thanks be to God!

All are welcome at the table where we celebrate the presence of Christ. As ushers
direct you forward:

1. Receive the bread (for gluten free, ask a pastor during distribution)
2. Dipthe bread in one of the chalices
e White grape juice is on the bread tray held by the pastor
e Redwineis held by the Communion assistant to the side of the pastor

Those who do nhot commune are invited to come forward for a blessing.
Please let an usher know if you need Communion brought to your seat.
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[The assembly sings the following during communion:]

Lamb of God
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1. Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world;
2. Lamb of God, you break the chains of ha-tred and fear;
3. Lamb of God, you are the way of jus-tice and peace;
4. Lamb of God, you are the way of mer-cy and love:
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Communion Song Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup Hymn 492
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3 An - gels fold their wings a-round us, guard through good and ill.
4 Saints of God, bow down and wor - ship, bless the ho - ly name.
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Table Blessing*
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

his grace.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion*
Let us pray. O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the

body and blood of your Son. By your Spirit, strengthen us to serve allin need and
to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Sending

Blessing*
God all mighty, God most merciful + bless you, keep you, and give you peace.

Amen.
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Sending Song* Great is Thy Faithfulness Hymn 733
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Dismissal*
Called by Christ,
We invite all people, serve our neighbors, and build a living faith.

Go outinjoy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Today’s Worship Team
relcmedia.org/worshipteam
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Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com, copyright 2026, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
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Updated Edition, Deuterocanonical/Apocryphal Books of the Old Testament. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches
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Welcome to Reformation!

Called by Christ we invite all people, celebrating the diversity of God’s creation. Reformation
is an affirming congregation for all: rejoicing with the young and old, welcoming people of all
sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, working to cultivate an accessible and
inclusive community for all abilities, and embracing all races, cultures, and faith traditions.

We serve our neighbors following the teachings of Christ. Reformation responds to the needs
of the most vulnerable - providing nourishment and comfort, supporting the work of the local
and global church, and protecting God’s creation for future generations.

We build a living faith emboldened by the Holy Spirit. Reformation embodies the
unconditional love of God through worshiping and learning together and valuing the gifts of
everyone. To create the fullness of our community of faith, we nurture relationships, pursue
racial equity and gender justice, and advocate for the wellbeing of the marginalized.
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The Rev. Dr. Alina S. Gayeuski, Lead Pastor

The Rev. Eileen Ruppel-Doan, Pastor

Vicar Megan Maiolo, Seminarian

Christine Corson, Operations Manager

Andrea Menta, Administrative Assistant

Erik Flaten, Director of Music Ministry

Laura Reiter, Council President

PastorAlina@relcmedia.org
ext. 109

PastorEileen@relcmedia.org
ext. 108

VicarMegan@relcmedia.org
ccorson@relcmedia.org
ext. 112

amenta@relcmedia.org
ext. 110

erik.flaten@relcmedia.org
509-528-8979

president@relcmedia.org

102 West Rose Tree Road, Media PA 19063 | 610-891-0600 | relcmedia.org

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9:00am - 3:30pm; Friday, CLOSED



